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Presidential Review of Acts of the 
District of Columbia Council 


The President’s Message to the Chairman of the 
Council on His Disapproval of the D.C. Shop-Book 
Rule Act. Dated February 27, 1976. 

Released February 28, 1976 


To the Chairman of the District of Columbia City Council 

In accordance with the District of Columbia Self- 
Government and Governmental Reorganization Act, I 
disapprove Act 1-88, the District of Columbia Shop-Book 
Rule Act. 

The Act would make documentary records of business 
transactions admissible as evidence in any civil or criminal 
judicial proceeding in the courts of the District of 
Columbia. This “shop-book rule” is substantially identical 
to the one adopted by the D.C. Superior Court which took 
effect on June 30, 1975. 

The issue is whether the City Council was acting within 
its authority under the District of Columbia Self-Govern- 
ment and Governmental Reorganization Act (Home Rule 
Act) in passing a law affecting the judicial procedures of 
the D.C. courts. The Federal interest is whether the intent 
of Congress in delegating legislative authority to the 
Council under the Home Rule Act has been appropriately 
carried out in this instance. 

I am advised by the Department of Justice that this 
“shop-book rule” is clearly in the nature of a procedural 
rule which could properly be encompassed within the 
rules of civil procedure and that promulgation of the rule 
is clearly within the express power of the District of 
Columbia courts to adopt rules of civil procedure and, 
as such, is beyond the power of the City Council. 

Therefore, since the Council has exceeded its statutory 
authority in enacting this bill, I am disapproving Act 
1-88. 

Geratp R. Forp 
The White House, 
February 27, 1976. 


Presidential Review of Acts of the 
District of Columbia Council 


Statement by the President on His Decisions 
Concerning Two Acts. February 28, 1976 


The District of Columbia Self-Government and Gov- 
ernmental Reorganization Act (the Home Rule Act) 
provides that acts of the D.C. Council which have been 
vetoed by the Mayor and overridden by a two-thirds vote 
of the Council shall be transmitted to the President for his 
review. The President shall then have 30 days in which 
to disapprove these acts or allow them to become law. 

D.C. enrolled acts 1-87, relating to affirmative action 
in D.C. government employment, and 1-88, relating to 
the so-called shop-book rule of evidence, are the first such 
acts to be sent to the President for his review since the 
Home Rule Act was enacted. 

If home rule for the District is to have real meaning, 
the integrity and responsibility of local government proc- 
esses must be respected. The Federal Government should 
intervene only where. there is a clear and substantial 
Federal interest. 

I have been advised by the Department of Justice that, 
in enacting Act 1-88, the D.C. Council exceeded the 
authority which the Congress had delegated to it under the 
Home Rule Act; therefore, I disapproved it. I have chosen 
not to disapprove Act 1-87, however, because while I 
have serious reservations about the merits of the act, I 
believe my disapproval of it would violate the sound pre- 
cepts of home rule. The Federal interest involved here is 
not clear and substantial. 


Miami, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the Naturalization 
Ceremony for New American Citizens. 


February 28, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Judge Fay, distinguished 
members of the Judiciary, my former colleagues and very 
good friends from the Congress, Congressman Pepper, 
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Congressman Burke and Congressman Frey, Reverend 
McCormick, newest citizens of our very great country, 
ladies and gentlemen: 

Let me join Judge Fulton in congratulating and com- 
plimenting the fine singing group, The New Direction 
singers, for their meaningful and wonderful rendition of 
songs that mean so very much to all of us. 


I am very proud and extremely honored to have the 
opportunity to participate in the proceedings which tell 
1,121 eloquent stories of you—new Americans of many 
origins, who have today become citizens of the United 
States of America. You have demonstrated, as required 
by our laws, that you are attached to the principles of the 
Constitution of the United States and well disposed to 
good order and happiness of the United States. 

As President, I am extremely proud to welcome you as 
Americans who now share our common bonds and our 
common glory. These proceedings are special, very unique, 
because every single one of you is giving the United States 
of America the finest Bicentennial gift that you could pos- 
sibly bestow. 


You offer to us yourselves, your love, your patriotism, 
your courage, your energy, your determination, and your 
ability. You are showing the world and all of your fellow 
citizens how much you believe in America. You have 
chosen United States citizenship in preference to that of 
any other nation in the world. You have chosen well, and 
I congratulate you from the bottom of my heart. 

Just as there was no courtroom in Miami big enough 
to accommodate all of you, there are no words expressive 
enough to tell what it means to be an American. America 
is easier to experience than to describe. 

Too many Americans now take our national treasures 
for granted. These treasures are not great cities and ma- 
terial achievements, but the freedom and the dignity 
which American philosophy accords to every American 
citizen. 

Although you have been citizens for only a very, very 
few minutes, you can teach us many things. You can 
explain the real meaning of America to those who see only 
bad in our Nation and only good in nations with other 
systems. You can tell those who take America for granted 
that millions of people in other lands as far away as 9,000 
miles and as close as 90 miles would dearly love to have 
just a fraction of the freedom we have in America. 

Many of you come from places where people are denied 
the right of free choice; from places where churches and 
synagogues are open, but only for tourists; from places 
where free elections are promised, but never held; from 
places where free speech exists only as a memory. 

Let those of you who are now able to vote join fully 
in our seli-governing society. The American ballot box is 
not only our right, but our responsibility. You are now 
free to exercise all of the rights of free Americans. You 
also have all of the responsibilities that go with them. 


To qualify for naturalization, you have shown an un- 
derstanding, as required by law, of the fundamentals of 
history and the principles and form of government of the 
United States. 

After 200 years, there is still something very, very won- 
derful about being an American. This continues to be the 
land of miracles. We continue to change, to grow, to im- 
prove ourselves, to solve economic problems and employ- 
ment problems, and to believe that there is no problem 
that Americans cannot and will not solve. 

The United States of America remains the one nation 
which more than any other in the world symbolizes man’s 
quest for political freedom, religious liberty, and economic 
prosperity. 

Our 200-year old Republic is kept free by the moral 
strength and faith of our people and by the infusion of 
new strength and new faith which you, our newest citi- 
zens, give us today. A nation of immigrants, we have 
thrived on constant renewal by many peoples who bring 
us their very best. Americans have given millions and mil- 
lions a home, but we, in return; welcome and are enriched 
by the many special qualities that have made our Nation 
unique. 

I am proud to have supported—as I am sure my former 
colleagues in the House did likewise—the legislation that 
permitted the naturalization of some 65,000 new Ameri- 
cans in Florida since 1970. And I am prouder still to be 
here on this inspiring occasion when so many people from 
so many lands entered this auditorium as so-called peti- 
tioners for naturalization, but will go home as citizens of 
the United States of America. 

You will realize as you walk out of your court session in 
your auditorium onto your streets, that your President is 
actually your employee. In America, every citizen in a 
very, very real way is the boss. We have 215 million bosses, 
because the President has to answer to every citizen. 

Today, I want to answer the concerns of some of the 
local residents who are not yet citizens, but who want very 
desperately to be one. It is a fitting Bicentennial objective 
to help newcomers to become naturalized. Too often this 
objective is frustrated by redtape and procedures that cre- 
ate a backlog of applicants when there should be more 
frequent celebration of new citizenship. 

Accordingly, I am directing the Attorney General to 
place a high priority on reducing that backlog. I am ask- 
ing the Attorney General to transfer ten additional Immi- 
gration and Naturalization Service examiners to Miami 
within the next 2 weeks to deal with this very high prior- 
ity situation. 

There are about 71.000 Cuban refugees—35,000 of 
them in thi: immediate area—who are technically eligible 
for permanent resident-alien status, but they must wait 
too long for their turn under the immigration quota sys- 
tem. I will speed up that process. 

I am directing the Attorney General to take all pos- 
sible administrative actions and, if necessary, to seek ad- 
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ditional legislation to assure that Cuban refugees can be 
awarded permanent resident status without being delayed 
by the immigration quota system. We are dealing with 
human lives which have already suffered enough disrup- 
tion. America will remain true to our heritage as a sanc- 
tuary to the oppressed. 

Just as American citizenship involves responsibility 
as well as rights for the individual, the nations of the 
world must live up to their international responsibilities 
if they wish to be treated as members of the world com- 
munity. The Fidel Castro regime of Cuba, by sending an 
expeditionary force of 12,000 soldiers to intervene in a 
civil war in Angola is acting as an international outlaw. 

Fidel Castro has committed a flagrant act of aggres- 
sion. We are firmly committed to the principles of non- 
intervention and collective security against the aggression 
in this hemisphere. By its aggression, the present govern- 
ment in Cuba has violated a fundamental principle of in- 
ternational law, a principle enshrined in the United Na- 
tions’ Charter. This Administration will have nothing to 
do with the Cuba of Fidel Castro. It is a regime of aggres- 
sion, and I solemnly warn Fidel Castro against any temp- 
tation to armed intervention in the Western Hemisphere. 
Let his regime or any like-minded government be assured 
that the United States would take the appropriate 
measures. 

With continued peace, this hemisphere faces a new era 
of opportunity. The spirit of hemispheric friendship is 
strong. I can foresee new economic progress, greater co- 
operation, and expanded trade. As the great gateway to 
Latin America, Florida will refiect the growth with more 
jobs and more opportunities. 

As America enters its third century we look inward as 
well as outward. To be strong externally, we must be 
strong internally. Our strength is based upon the freedom 
of the individual. To keep the individual free, we place 
a premium on creativity and individuality. Together we 
challenge the massive conformity of the modern world. 
Americans are determined to control institutions and not 
be controlled by them. 

I believe in a country where the people rule and the 
government responds. I believe, as you do, in America. 
America builds unity from diversity and makes advantage 
out of adversity. That is why today’s proceedings are so 
much a part of the finest American process. 

A refugee child who landed on a fishing boat 10 years 
ago, is today a medical student. Another who fled because 
authorities in his homeland permitted no arguments, to- 
day argues cases in a Miami court as an attorney. Yet an- 
other who arrived with an empty stomach now runs a fine 
restaurant. Such events are a tribute not only to America, 
but to the new Americans that we honor today. 

For you, I see a future full of great hope, and I am dedi- 
cated to the good life available to all of our people under 
a free Government that checks and balances its own ex- 


cesses. I am dedicated to the opportunity and the sound- 
ness of our dollar under a free economic system that cor- 
rects its own errors, and I am convinced of the courage, 
the capacities, and the constructive cooperation of free 
citizens in all our land. 

Let us continue to be a nation of hope. Americans be- 
lieve in the future because of what we have achieved in 
the past. Our resources are rich, our genius unchallenged, 
our freedom unequaled, and our opportunities unlimited. 

Our fate is in our own hands, and I know, therefore, 
that our fate is in good hands. America remains, in the 
words of Abraham Lincoln, the last, best hope of earth. 

Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:28 a.m. at the Dade County 
Auditorium. 


Miami, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the President Ford 
Committee Business Leaders Reception. 
February 28, 1976 


Thank you, Mr. Fogariy and Mr. Welstad, and all of you 
for coming here on this occasion. Betty—she’s almost a 
Floridian. [Laughter] 

We can’t express adequately our appreciation for all 
that has been done, all that you will do between now and 
March 9. I think we have the momentum going and for 
the right reasons, the right reasons being the programs 
that we have put into effect over the last 19 months, both 
domestically and internationally, are paying off. 

I couldn’t help but notice in one of the Miami papers 
this morning, a big headline to the effect, The Economic 
Picture Brightens Considerably—or just what it said. But 
it was all plus, and it should be because we are on the 
track of a real burgeoning, healthy, strong, sound econ- 
omy, and it’s because of our party. 

As some of my good friends from the traveling press 
know, we didn’t plan it this way. Every Friday we seem 
to have good news. It gets better and better in the eco- 
nomic picture, and I think you will find that to be the 
case as we move forward because the policies are right. 
We are not going to try and spend our way out of the 
recession. We are going to make sure what we do has 
lasting impact. 

In the international field, let me make one very firm 
comment. The United States is never going to be second 
to anyone, period. We have an outstanding Department 
of Defense. They are alert, they are well trained, they are 
well equipped, they are well led, and I can assure you that 
we are going to give them maximum support so that our 
friends around the world are reassured and will stay with 
us, so that any potential adversaries will listen. And I can 
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assure you in that way of peace through strength, we can 
enjoy all the great blessir.gs, all the wonderful things that 
should and will come to us in America. 

It’s the way our forefathers did it, and it’s the way we 
are going to do it. I appreciate your help. Get as many 
votes as you can, and if you do, we will be on our way to 
a victory on November 2. 

I guess Betty has been speaking all week. Do you want 
to say something? 

Mrs. Forp. No, I don’t have to say anything else. 

THe PreswentT. I go want to just add one thing. 
Through the good auspices of the Federal Courts here 
and, particularly, Judge Fay, we had just a superb meet- 
ing this morning. There were 1,121 new American citi- 
zens. They are enthusiastic. They look just forward to the 
opportunity to be a participant in this great experience 
that we have had for 200 years. How fortunate we are 
to have them and how much they are going to contribute 
to a better America. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:33 a.m. at the Marriott Motor 
Hotel. 


West Palm Beach, Florida 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
Palm Beach International Airport. February 28, 1976 


THE PresipeNT. We were in Florida about two weeks 
ago. I want to thank Lou Frey, Skip Bafalis, Herb Burke, 
Bill Young and all of the other people who have done 
superior jobs. 

I am very optimistic. We have the momentum going. 
In New Hampshire, we came from behind and won, and 
I think we are going to do the same thing here in Florida. 

I am confident we will do extremely well in Illinois. 
The momentum is going because of a lot of fine people 
who have cooperated, volunteered—telephone callers, 
walkers—it is just a great organization and a fine effort. 
It is real nice to be here and to see you. This is not a typical 
day in Florida. 

Q. Mr. President, if you win here in Florida, do you 
think Ronald Reagan is finished in the campaign? 

Tue Preswent. I think that is up to him to decide. 


Q. Do you think there is a place for him possibly on 
your ticket? 

Tue Present. We have a wealth of excellent Re- 
publican talent for Vice President. I have said it is con- 
ceivable that he, of course, could be on the ticket, but we 
have a wide variety of Federal officials, State officials— 
the Republican Party has a great group of younger people 
coming along. So we don’t have to worry about one, we 
have many. 


Q. Mr. President, you said he is too far to the right to 
be elected President. Do you think he is too far to the 
right to be elected Vice President? 

Tue Preswent. I think you have to read my words 
very carefully. I said I was in the middle, and anybody to 
the left couldn’t make it. And I put it again on that basis. 
I am in the middle, and all or most of the others are on 
the right or the left. 

Q. Mr. President, is Ronald Reagan too old to be Vice 
President? You said there were younger men coming 
along. 

Tue Preswent. Well, I think we have a wealth of 
talent, young and old, and we have a lot of people with 
great capabilities. Our convention is not going to have any 
trouble picking a first-class Vice President. 

Q. What kind of Republican victory do you expect you 
will have in Kansas City? 

THE Presiwent. I think we will do very well in Kansas 
City. I can’t pass judgment on whether somebody else 
is going to be there. We will be there, and we are going 
to win. 

Q. How big do you expect to win in Florida? 

THe Presment. I don’t make any predictions on 
numbers. I think some who have been on the other side 
of the fence have picked numbers. Somebody told me we 
gained 12 percentage points in the last 3 or 4 days. I think 
that is indicative of how well we are doing. The momen- 
tum is going, and we are going to do extremely well. 

Q. Mr. President, did you think you would be coming 
from behind in Florida? 

Tue Presivent. I am just going by the opponents’ 
statistics and by their own admission, we have gained 12 
points in the last several days. That’s plenty of momentum 
in a political arena. 


Thank you all very much. It’s great to be here. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. 


West Palm Beach, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the West Palm Beach Mall. 
February 28, 1976 


Let me thank every one of you—let me thank young 
folk, the middle-aged people, and the older folks, every 
one of you—for being here and giving me such a warm 
and gracious and generous welcome. I just can’t express 
my gratitude sufficiently. 

The only way that I can repay you for all that you have 
done, all that you will do, is to do the very best job I 
can for all Americans. 

Let me take just a minute or two to give you some 
thoughts that I think reflect what is good for America. 
That is what we are all interested in. 
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I have one ideal, and that ideal is freedom for America. 
It is freedom from inflation, freedom from unemploy- 
ment. It is freedom from an oppressive, irresponsible, 
inconsiderate government. It is freedom from.the fear of 
war, and it is great power for peace and a good healthy 
economy. 

Let me now take a minute and say in a few words 
what I think all of us—Democrats, Republicans, Inde- 
pendents, or otherwise—ought to be thinking about. We 
want an America that gives to everybody not only free- 
dom but the responsibility that goes with freedom. We 
want a country where government is responsive to you, 
each and every one of you. We want an opportunity for a 
job for everybody that wants to work. 

We want an economy that is free from the ravages of 
inflation. And we want a Defense Department that is 
strong enough to make certain, to make sure, that this 
country deters war and is strong enough to protect us 
against any aggression. 

Listen very closely. Just outside that Oval Office in the 
West Wing of the White House there is a painting showing 
the signers of the Declaration of Independence. If you 
look at that picture most carefully, you will find that some 
of the faces in that picture are not clearly drawn out, are 
not identifiable. And people come into the Oval Office, 
and as I walk out with them, oftentimes they will stop 
and look at that picture and they will say, ‘““Why isn’t that 
individual identifiable? Why hasn’t his face been clearly 
drawn?” 


Let me tell you the answer. I think that the portrait 
painter decided that those men who signed the Declara- 
tion of Independence weren’t the only people who were 
going to make America free and strong. They knew they 
had that great belief and feeling that there would be mil- 
lions and millions of other people who would come along 
and would continue the struggle for freedom, and that 
they were only a small part of it. 

What I am really saying is, as I look across this great 
crowd, see some people I know and some I want to get to 
know, I know that everybody in this crowd here this after- 
noon wants to be a part of that crusade for freedom in the 
United States of America. 


That freedom means, as I said at the outset, freedom 
from unemployment, inflation, freedom from a govern- 
ment that doesn’t take into consideration your legitimate 
needs and wants, freedom from the fear of war, but most 
of all a freedom of the soul and the heart, a freedom to 
pray and to speak and to write as only people can do in 
a free country. 

Now let me close with this final comment. I was in Flor- 
ida several weeks ago. I have been here many, many times 
because I love Florida, but in the trip that was several 
weeks ago, the momentum for a great, great success on 
March 9 was obvious. And we are down here today and 
tomorrow to ask for the help of all of you who believe in 
the principles that I have talked about and believe that I 


am the best person to succeed in achieving those high 
objectives. 

I thank you very much. It is a great kick-off in West 
Palm Beach; It is a great kick-off for this side of Florida; 
it is a great kick-off for a victory on March 9 and, more 
importantly, a victory on November 2, 1976. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. 


Lake Worth, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the Lake Worth City Hall. 
February 28, 1976 


Let me express as enthusiastically as I can my great 
appreciation for all of you wonderful people coming out 
in the fine, fine weather you always have here in Florida. 
[Laughter] 

But, you know, to have this many people come and say 
hello and express their best wishes to indicate their sup- 
port makes up for all of the little raindrops that might 
have dropped on the way down here. 

Mr. Mayor and members of the City Council and all 
the wonderful people of Lake Worth, I do want to take a 
minute. This country is based on freedom—freedom 
from government oppression, freedom from fear of war, 
freedom of a healthy, strong, burgeoning economy. That 
is what we want in America, and we are going to get it 
with the help and assistance of wonderful people like you 
have right here in Lake Worth. 

I don’t know what you are going to do the rest of the 
afternoon, but I can tell you I am looking forward to 
seeing all of the other wonderful people from Florida, just 
like you. And I thank you from the bottom of my heart 
for your warm welcome, your enthusiastic reception. 

Mr. Mayor and all of you who are here, I just will 
never forget this experience in Lake Worth. I thank you. 

Good luck and God bless you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:37 p.m. 


Lantana, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the Lantana Bicentennial 
Park. February 28, 1976 


Mr. Mayor, Jim Secrist, and all of you wonderful people 
of Lantana, and a few out-of-towners from Illinois and 
Michigan, and someplace else: 

It is just great to be here. I like the weather. [Laughter] 
I like the people a heck of a lot more. Let me take just a 
minute. 

We in this country have a great opportunity to move 
ahead both at home and abroad. We have to have an 
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ideal, we have to have something to look down the road 
with some dignity, some imagination. I would like to say 
that ideal is freedom—freedom to have a society where 
your rights are protected, protected against an oppressive 
government, freedom to do and move and say and write 
as you want to. 

I think freedom is an ideal that we want—freedom 
against economic difficulties, freedom against the fear of 
war. Freedom is something that people cherish all over 
the world. And we are the one country in this whole globe 
that has more freedom than any place else, any place else, 
and we should be thankful. 

But in the process of having freedom, it means you have 
to do something to protect it, to save it, to expand it, to 
make it more available for more people. I have great 
faith that 215 million Americans—those in Lantana, 
Lake Worth, and elsewhere—are going to stand tall and 
strong and keep moving forward to protect what we have 
but to help other people too. 

I have to say goodby now, and I hate to leave Lantana, 
but let me add, if I might, as I have shaken many hands 
and looked in many eyes and heard from many people 
right on this street, I have a feeling that I have a friend 
or two here. 

I think friendship is the greatest thing, and may I ask 
for your help and support on March 9? I would ap- 
preciate it, and I won’t let you down. We will stand tall 
and strong throughout the world, and we will build a 
better and better America, and your help and support will 
be most appreciated. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:59 p.m. 


Ocean Ridge, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the Ocean Ridge Town 
Hall. February 28, 1976 


Thank you very much, Mr. Mayor, and all you won- 
derful permanent and transient residents of Ocean Ridge. 
It is great to have an opportunity to stop here for just a 
few minutes, shake hands, and see really some old and 
very dear friends of mine, and have an opportunity of 
making some new acquaintances. 

I love the weather, but I like the people a lot more. I 
don’t think that I ought to make a long political speech, 
and I know darn well you don’t want me to. I think my 
record is clear, whether within the Congress or in the last 
19 months as President. 

We took on some tough jobs, whether at home or 
abroad, in a year and a half, and the net result is we went 
through a very traumatic experience, and we are on the 
way up. The economy is getting better. Our situation 
worldwide is good. And so every one of us, young and old, 
should be darned proud of the United States, our country. 


And I pledge to you that what we have tried to do for 
the last 19 months we will continue to do. It means free- 
dom in its broadest context, freedom from the difficulties 
of any problems at home, freedom from any problems 
abroad. 

With your help on March 9, and then your help on 
November 2, we can really go to town. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. 


Boynton Beach, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the Sunshine Square 
Shopping Center. February 28, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Mr. Mayor and all of the 
wonderful people of Boynton Beach. Can I come back 
again? 

It is just delightful to be here in this good weather but, 
more importantly, with all you good people, that is the 
best part of it. Thank you very, very much. 

Now let me make one or two comments. The mere 
fact that all of you are here shows your chief interest 
and concern in what is good for America, and I thank 
you and congratulate you. What you should do is take 
that same enthusiasm and make certain that it is used to 
make a better America here at home and a stronger 
America abroad. 

We are all proud of what has been done by America. 
We have had our troubles the last 19 months since I have 
been President. We had inflation that was too high, un- 
employment that was too high, difficulties of one kind or 
another here at home. But, believe me, all the news is 
good, and it is going to get better. 

And let me say that as I travel—not only here, but 
abroad—lI find that people respect America because we 
are free, because we are strong, because we are humane, 
because we are going to do things to help people have the 
same blessings, the same opportunities that we have. 

We must stop aggression, we must be strong to make 
people respect us, our friends as well as our adversaries. I 
can assure you that this country is going to be strong at 
home and strong abroad for all of our betterment. 

Now let me thank you for your coming out and wishing 
me well. May I ask a favor of you? I need your help 
March 9, and I hope and trust that what I have tried to 
do for the benefit of our country and 215 million Ameri- 
cans justifies your faith and your support. I would appre- 
ciate it very much. I can promise you that we will work at 
the job, and we will make a better and better America in 
the days ahead, with your support. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 3:36 p.m. 
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Briney Breezes, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the Briney Breezes Town 
Offices. February 28, 1976 


Mr. Mayor, and all of the wonderful people here at 
Briney Breezes: 

We have made about 10 stops since we arrived in 
Florida this morning, and it seems like every one of them 
gets more enthusiastic and more—you know just warm, 
and the welcome, and the weather is getting better, too. 
[Laughter] 

What I really appreciate is the friendliness—the indi- 
cation of understanding and support. And it is great to 
see people from Cedar Springs, my old “red flannel 
town”, and Kent City. They are all wonderful people. 
But I ran into about five people who said they were from 
New Hampshire. And every one of them said they voted 
for me, and I appreciate it very much. 

I think they made a good investment because what we 
are trying to do, to be serious for a minute, is to take this 
country out of the problems we have had for the last 19 
months, and we have had them at home—you know as 
well as I. But by doing the right thing and staying a steady 
course, being tough with the Congress and doing what is 
right, America is on the right path again. 

And let me assure you that we are going to have a 
strong, firm, wise policy in meeting our adversaries abroad, 
in strengthening our relations with our friends. Freedom 
is dependent upon the strength of America, and the 
United States is going to be second to none in strength in 
dealing with either friends or adversaries. 

Well I can’t shake hands with everybody, but I will do 
it figuratively, if not literally. I appreciate every one of 
you coming out here. It has been a great experience, a 
wonderful opportunity for me to see some old friends and 
make some new acquaintances. 

As I close, I would like to ask something of you. I hope 
what we have done to keep America strong at home and 
strong abroad has met with your approval. If it has, I ask 
that you help me on March 9. After we win on March 9, 
we are going to win in November—November 2. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:07 p.m. 


Del Ray Beach, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the Del Ray Beach Park. 
February 28, 1976 


Gee, it is nice to be here in Del Ray Beach. The weather 
has gotten better, the crowds have gotten bigger, and all 
of you are so warm and friendly, and I can’t thank you 
enough for just being nice. And I appreciate it very, very 
much. 


Let me take a minute or two to talk to the older people, 
the younger people, and some my age. [Laughter] All of 
us have a great stake in keeping America strong, both at 
home and abroad, and let me tell you we are going to keep 
it strong here as well as abroad. 

But we have to do it not with some quick fix. We can’t 
do it by spending all the money that we can borrow. We 
have to do it by running this country responsibly, con- 
structively, and with good commonsense. 

We have had too many patent medicine proposals that 
all of you know don’t work. In the last 19 months, we 
have had some difficulties. We have had high unemploy- 
ment, terribly high inflation. We have had some chal- 
lenges from abroad. But I think we can say in good 
conscience that we have made very substantial headway 
in meeting the difficulties of inflation. It is half now what 
it was 19 months ago. We have gone through a tough 
recession. Unemployment is going down, employment is 
going up, retail sales, personal income, you name it, every- 
thing looks good. But it is not good enough, and we are 
going to make it better with your help. 

America has a great responsibility to keep it in the 
leadership that it has worldwide. We have a responsibil- 
ity to deter aggression, to maintain peace, and to pro- 
tect our national security. The only way we can do that 
is to have a sufficiently strong military capability so that 
our allies respect us and our adversaries know they hadn’t 
better fool around. 

Right now, America is strong, and we are going to keep 
it that way. Let me assure you that with your help on 
March 9, your help on November 2, we will keep it that 
way in the next Administration. What looks good today 
will be far, far better in 1977, 1978, 1979, and 1980. 

I thank you for coming. I promise you to do the very 
best I can. It has been good, it will get better, and with 
your help we can have a great Administration for the 
next 4 years. 


Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:25 p.m. 


Highland, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the Seagate Highland 
Condominiums. February 28, 1976 


Mr. Mayor and all of you wonderful people of Highland 
Beach: 

Gee, I see some wonderful signs and I see some wonder- 
ful people, and I just met an old and very good friend of 
mine, Russ Fuog, who lives here now, I guess. He used to 
push me around on the football field up at Ann Arbor all 
the time. [Laughter] 
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Let me say this is a great stop. We have been, I think, 
12 places since we arrived early this morning, and every 
place the welcome seems to get better, and the weather has 
improved. [Laughter] Maybe that is a special blessing 
you all have here in Highland Beach. But let me express 
my deep gratitude for all you coming, being here, and 
being so friendly and so nice. 

But let me take just a minute with a group, such as 
yourself, Nineteen months ago when I became President, 
this country was faced with some very difficult problems. 
There was some disillusionment about Washington, D.C. 
Inflation was 12 to 14 percent per year. We were on the 
brink of the worst recession since the end of World War II. 
Our friends abroad had some questions about whether we 
were going to stick to the course and our adversaries were 
probably tempted to challenge us because of the experi- 
ences that we had had. 

In the last 19 months, the strength of the American 
people has come through loud and clear. In the last 19 
months, the strength of our Government has also shown 
itself beyond any doubt whatsoever. 

Where are we today? I think the American people have 
more faith and trust in their leadership. I think the Amer- 
ican people know that we have licked, to a very substan- 
tial degree, many of our economic problems. Inflation is 
half of what it was; unemployment is going down; em- 
ployment is going up; personal income is increasing; and, 
yes, the stock market isn’t doing too badly. 

But the main thing that I find is that whether it is in 
New Hampshire—with some great voters up there who 
were very kind to me—or in Florida where a trip 2 weeks 
ago was just unbelievably friendly and kind and the one 
today just as good, I believe that we are on our way in 
this country. 


We have the right policies both at home and abroad. 
We are not going to come up with some quick fixes. We 
are going to do what is right. We are going to show some 
commonsense and some realism. That is what has taken us 
out of our trouble, and that is what is going to make us 
better in the months ahead. 

If we tried to do everything the way some people sug- 
gest—there are some people that want to have us try a 
new patent medicine about every week—they don’t work. 
What we have done has worked. The net result is our 
friends abroad respect us. Our friends abroad are with us, 
and most of all, our adversaries know, because we are 
strong, they won’t fool around with us. And we are going 
to stay strong. 

I would like a special favor, if I could. We have an elec- 
tion here on March 9. I would appreciate your support. 
And after that convention out in Kansas City, I would be 
very grateful for your support on November 2. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:53 p.m. 


Boca Raton, Florida 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Reporters at Spanish River Park. 
February 28, 1976 


Tue Preswent. As I said, it is delightful to be here 
in the Spanish Gardens at Boca Raton with my good 
friend Herb Burke. I think we have had a very, very 
successful day. It exceeds our expectations despite the 
slight inclement weather. The crowds have been tre- 
mendous. The reception has been warm, and I think we 
have momentum that is just going to move and move and 
move and all to the good. 

Now, I will be glad to answer any questions. 

Q. Mr. President, looking ahead to the March 9 pri- 
mary here in Florida, who do you see as the Democrat to 
watch? Who do you feel is going to be the one? Who is 
the most serious threat in the Democratic Party? 

THE PresivenT. I really haven’t paid much attention 
to it. I have said repeatedly, and I see no reason to 
change, that my good friend, Hubert Humphrey, will 
probably be the nominee. Everybody else is in a horse 
race, and he will come from behind and take over, and 
they are just wasting a lot of time. 

Q. To follow that up, sir, you said that the other day 
as well and that seems to suggest, since he wasn’t in New 
Hampshire, and an unauthorized write-in campaign for 
him sort of fizzled up there, that the New Hampshire 
Democratic primary didn’t amount to much. Why are 
you so satisfied with your victory in the Republican 
primary there? 

Tue Present. As I recall, Hubert got 6 percent of 
the vote, and I got 51 percent. There is quite a difference. 

Q. Mr. President, do you have any reason to believe 
that Castro is going to intervene anywhere as a result of 
what you have said? 

Tue Preswent. No, but I think it is very appropriate 
for me to have said what I said, and I meant it very 
literally. 

Q. Mr. President, I am sorry, I didn’t hear Helen’s 
question, but if it had to do with Cuba, I wanted to ask 
you about Cuba also, and that is, down the road, if Fidel 
Castro does pull his troops out of Africa, isn’t it going 
to be necessary for us to try to get along with Cuba as 
we try to get along with China and the Soviet Union? 

THE President. I don’t think we ought to speculate. 
Naturally, I think it would be very wise for them to with- 
draw their troops from Angola, and any other parts of 
Africa, but what happens after that, I won’t speculate at 
this time. 

Q. Mr. President, what are these measures that you 
said—the appropriate measures that you viewed as tak- 
ing against Cuba? After all, measures didn’t stop Cuba 
in Angola. 
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THE Present. It could have if the Congress had 
been willing to appropriate the necessary money and give 
us the necessary authority. 

Q. Do you think Congress is any more likely to go along 
with any further measures you recommended? 

THE PRESIDENT. I would hope so because, you know, 
once they make a mistake, I hope they won’t repeat it. 

Q. Mr. President, where did you get the 12 percentage 
margin that you had gained? 

Tue Present. Helen asked me where this increase 
in our percentage vote came to the extent of 12 percent. 
As I understood it, my opponent’s campaign manager a 
few weeks ago was saying that they were going to win 
two to one, which is 66 to #7 percent. I understand he 
has now adjusted it downward to 55 percent, so if my 
mathematics is good, old or new, I think it’s 12 percent. 
[Laughter] So we have picked up that many percentage 
points in a pretty quick hurry. 

Q. Mr. President, the party for Reagan has said that 
if it goes for Mr. Reagan here in Florida, it might be the 
end of you. How do you feel about this? 

THE Preswent. That is a very ridiculous and cer- 
tainly not an accurate statement. I have said repeatedly 
I am entering every one of the 31 primaries. I regret that 
others have not done so. They pick and choose the ones 
they want to participate in. 

We are going to win, and I think we will not only win 
the 31, we have a good start. I haven’t lost an election 
out of Michigan, and I have won some in Michigan, so I 
just think we are going to keep the momentum going. 
And I see nothing that would change under any cir- 
cumstances the prospects of our winning in Kansas City 
and being successful in November. 

Q. Mr. President, if Governor Wallace does not get the 
Democratic nomination, do you expect him to run on a 
third-party ticket against you? 

THE PreswwENT. I would have no way of knowing. 

Q. If he does, do you think that would hurt you? 

Tue Presment. Since I don’t think it is going to hap- 
pen, from what I read, not what I know, I don’t think it 
will have any impact whatsoever. 

Q. Mr. President, if Governor Reagan is so unqualified 
for the Presidency, why would you accept him as a Vice 
President? Doesn’t this kind of downgrade the Vice Presi- 
dency? So many Vice Presidents have become Presidents, 
as you know. 

THe Preswent. I haven’t said anything other than 
that it was conceivable that he might be on the ticket. 
I haven’t made that decision. 

Q. Mr. President, you talked a lot about momentum. 
Can you tell us exactly what it is, where you find the 
momentum, where you see it? 

THE PresipeNT. We got quite a bit of momentum, 
Ann, up in New Hampshire, because they expected to 
win. I read in some columns and I read elsewhere a week 


or two before the campaign in New Hampshire, they ex- 
pected to win by 8 percent of the vote. They lost 10 per- 
cent almost overnight. I think that is an indication of 
momentum, and anybody who was down here on the trip 
in Florida 2 weeks ago and anybody who has been here 
today, I can’t believe doesn’t see good crowds and in- 
tense feelings, strong indications of support. And we 
get the same result in polls that are taken elsewhere. 
We have the mometum going by any standard that you 
use and when you have it, the opposition just can’t stop 
it. 

Q. Mr. President, do you consider yourself the under- 
dog in the Florida primary right now? 

Tue PresivEnT. I think we are going to win, so I am 
not the underdog. 

Q. As of now you are ahead? 

THE PREsIDENT. In my opinion. 

Q. Mr. President, how crucial is Florida for you? 

THE PRESIDENT. Every State is important. 

Q. Have you considered the possibility of Reagan beat- 
ing you in the Florida primary, and what would you do? 

THE PresweEnt. Since I expect to win, we only look for 
what we can do to make certain that that takes place. I 
haven’t considered any other option. 

Q. Mr. President, to go back to the African situation 
for a minute, Secretary Kissinger says that we must take 
every necessary measure to prevent the same kind of thing 
happening in Rhodesia—civil war, guerilla warfare, inter- 
vention—that happened in Angola. Will you ask Congress 
for money or any other measures in Rhodesia? 

THE PresipENT. I am not familiar with any statement 
that Secretary Kissinger made as precise as you have in- 
dicated. So since I don’t know of such a statement being 
made, I don’t think I should comment on it. 

Q. Mr. President, there has been a lot of the Presiden- 
tial candidates, particularly in the Democratic ranks, who 
showed up on lists as getting illegal contributions from oil 
companies. I know your name showed up, I think it was 
on the Ashland list, for $1,000 or more. Could you tell us 
what you did with that money? Did you know it was an 
illegal campaign contribution? 

THE PresweENT. All of that was reported to the Senate 
committee that investigated my qualifications for the Vice 
Presidency. It was answered fully on the record. I sug- 
gest you go back and look at the record. 

Q. Mr. President, Governor Reagan described his 
showing in New Hampshire as a victory. What would 
your definition for defeat be for you in Florida, less than 
50 percent? 

THE PreswenT. I don’t think any political race where 
you finish second does much good for you. And since I 
don’t expect to finish second, I don’t consider any other 
options. 

Q. Mr. President, you have suggested that Hubert 
Humphrey would probably be the nominee of the Demo- 
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cratic Party. I am wondering—two questions—first, why 
do you think he will be the nominee? And, secondly, every 
time you get a chance to mention that name, it would 
suggest you would kind of like to run against Hubert. Do 
you think he would be easy to beat? 

Tue Preswent. I think we are going to win in No- 
vember. And it’s just a matter of judgment on my part, 
Wally, that I think when you look at the 11 Democratic 
candidates and Hubert, who makes the 12th unannounced 
candidate, I just think he is going to end up getting the 
nomination. 

Q. Why? 

Tue Preswent. I will sit down and take a little time 
with you some time, Wally. 

Q. Mr. President, for the last two weekends, we have 
heard you attack Ronald Reagan, and rather harshly, 
today 

Tue Present. I have not attacked him today at all. 

Q. That is right. That’s my question. Why not this 
weekend, sir? Your pace seems to be a little different. 

Tue Preswent. In the first place, I think your basic 
premise is not entirely correct. As I recall, last weekend, 
the last time I was campaigning, I didn’t mention any 
individual’s name, but if you wanted to construe that 
without the name being mentioned, of course, that is 
literary license. [Laughter] 

Now what we are trying to do is to point out to all 
these fine people in Florida that we have a good program 
both at home and abroad. We have the momentum going. 
It is the kind of a program that we think is good for 
America in the next term, and we aren’t really con- 
cerned about what other candidates are doing or saying 
at the present time. We will sell our program affirmatively, 
and I think we have done quite well. 

Q. Mr. President, if you win here and if you win in 
Illinois, do you think Governor Reagan should withdraw 
rather than carrying it on to the convention, seeing it is 
three in a row? 

Tue Present. I really don’t think I should give any 
advice. That is a matter of judgment for himself, and I 
think it would be presumptuous for me to involve myself. 

Q. Would you consider him less of a threat if that were 
to happen? 

Tue PRESIDENT. It would mean that we would have, 
what, three more States, and those delegate numbers add 
up pretty fast, Ann. 

Q. Mr. President, could you announce the qualities 
that you would like to see in the man you choose as Vice 
President? 

Tue Presment. I don’t think at this point I am 
ready to sit down and define with definiteness the quali- 
fications. I made one selection. I think he has been a first- 
class Vice President, and he has been a loyal and dedicated 
partner as far as I am concerned. But I think we have to 





analyze the situation as we get cioser to the convention in 
Kansas City and, at that time, we will be prepared to 
make a specific recommendation. 

Thank you all very much, and have a good day and a 
good night. 

Reporter. Thank you. 

[At this point, the President crossed the park to speak to a group of 
Girl Scouts. Following his remarks to the Girl Scouts, the question- 
and-answer session with reporters continued.] 

Q. Can you tell us what the impact of this motorcade 
will be on the Florida primaries? 

THE PresipentT. I think it will be very much a plus. I 
have met so many people. The crowds have been enthusi- 
astic. I have seen a number of old friends. It has been 
very interesting. So I am very encouraged because I know 
these people coming down here are here on my behalf. 

Q. From Washington? 

Tue Preswent. And Michigan, all over. That really 
helps. That surely will be helpful in getting the vote out, 
getting other people to be convinced. 

Q. Do you think something like this would swing the 
balance or the difference in a close race, something similar 
to the race in New Hampshire? 

THE PRESIDENT. Very definitely. 

Q. On the plane down here, I understand, according 
to UPI, you said that your campaign here was good and 
they thought you would carry Florida. Is this based on any 
new polls that you have, because you also spoke very 
optimistically on the airplane. 

THE Preswent. I am very optimistic. Everything we 
see, the crowds, the enthusiasm, the organization, leader- 
ship, all of it is very much on the plus side, so I am con- 
vinced with the momentum we have generated in New 
Hampshire and all of the other factors, I think we are 
going to win. We are working very hard, and I am abso- 
lutely convinced that things are going precisely in the 
right direction, and we are going to win. 

Q. You have spoken of being up about 12 percent, 
I believe, at the airport. Is this based on any polls? Do 
you have any hard facts on this? 

Tue Present. As I understand, the campaign man- 
ager for my opponent a month or two ago said that he 
was going to win two to one, and that is 67 percent. I 
understand yesterday he said they were going to win by 
55 percent, so that is a 12-percent gain almost overnight. 
And if we just keep that momentum going, it’s bound to 
be in the right direction. 

Q. Do you see the Florida primary being as close as 
New Hampshire? 

Tue Preswent. I will predict it the way we did in 
New Hampshire, that we are going to win. I am optimistic 
and very encouraged. 

Reporter. Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 5:20 p.m. 
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Boca Raton, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the Royal Park Shopping 
Plaza. February 28, 1976 


Mayor Marshall, I want to thank you, of course, for this 
warm welcome. I want to thank that wonderful Boca 
Raton Band and those pretty girls. It’s a great band and 
thank you very much, I also wish to thank all of the won- 
derful people who are here who have made this stop one 
of the finest, biggest, most enthusiastic. It makes a long 
day seem very short and very, very worthwhile. 

We have had a little rain, and I should apologize for 
my appearance, but there’s an old saying, you know, that 
aristocracy is of the soul not of the cloth. So I don’t look 
very good, but I think I am a darned good President. And 
I want you to know that the things we have done in the last 
19 months have all been plus, and the next 48 months are 
going to be more pluses. 

I could quickly review, and I will. We have had bad in- 
flation—12 or 14 percent—and it is cut in half. We have 
gone through a recession, the worst since the end of World 
War II. We are on the way out. Employment is going up. 
Unemployment is going down. Prices are going down, and 
we have a good start on a healthy economy. And I ask you 
to give me a chance to make sure that it is continued. 


I ask for your help March 9, and once we win that, we 
are on our way to win November 2. 
Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE; The President spoke at 5:53 p.m. ~ 


Deerfield Beach, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the Deerfield Beach Fishing 
Pier. February 28, 1976 


Mr. Mayor, members of the City Commission and all of 
you wonderful people of Deerfield Beach, it’s a great pleas- 
ure to be here. 

We started early this morning from Washington. We 
ran into a little Washington weather when we got here. 
[Laughter] The weather has gotten better every stop we 
have come to, and it just seems to me the crowds get big- 
ger and more enthusiastic. And for all of your wonderful 
welcome, your friendliness, your enthusiasm, I thank you 
very, very much. 

I am here to tell you that the state of the United States 
is good, America is great, and we should all be darned 
proud of it. 

I am sick and tired of these people who go around this 
country downgrading, undercutting, giving the United 
States the devil. I am proud of it, and so are you. Now we 
can be proud of it because we have come through, in good 


shape, a tough recession—it’s not perfect, but it’s getting 
better. And we have done it because we had good pro- 
grams, we had courage, we had commonsense, and we 
have realism. And I thank all of you for standing steady 
and firm. That is what has made it possible. I appreciate 
it very, very much. 

Now let me just say that the United States is a country 
that is respected and admired. The United States is a 
country that is second to none in military capability. The 
United States has the strength to maintain the peace, to 
deter aggression, and to protect our national security. And 
we will never let it be different. 

Now all of you have been so kind and thoughtful, and 
you, I think, believe, as I do, in what America stands for 
and are willing to stand up tall and strong for it, as I am. 
And so I congratulate you and compliment you. 

Before closing, may I make one request of you? I think 
we have done well in the last 19 months, meeting the 
challenges, both at home and abroad. I think we could do 
even better in the next 48 months, and I can do it with 
your help. I ask for your help on March 9. I would ap- 
preciate it. I would be very grateful. And I also ask for 
your help on November 2 when we will win the final 
round of a tough competition. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 6: 23 p.m. 


Coral Springs, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the Coral Springs Office 
Building. February 28, 1976 


Mr. Mayor, and the city officials, and Joe, and my two 
good friends up here with me: 

We have had a wonderful, wonderful day. I left Wash- 
ington, D.C., at 7 a.m., arrived at Miami around 9:30, 
had a wonderful meeting or two in Miami, and from 
Miami we went to West Palm Beach and we have gone 
south—south? [ Laughter] 

All I can say is that we left West Palm Beach, we have 
had tremendous crowds despite Washington weather, not 
Florida’s weather—and we have had great enthusiasm. 
We have seen a great many of our older citizens, who are 
wonderful people. They are terrific individuals who have 
given so much to this country, and they deserve our love 
and admiration and respect. 

I can’t imagine a nicer way to finish a day than to come 
to Coral Springs, where I understand you have 21,000 su- 
perior citizens, where you have here tonight 12,500 peo- 
ple, plus 7,000, as I understand it, young people who are 
little league experts that can play any kind of athletics 
better than us old folks can. 

But the most important thing—and this is one that 
inspires me to say more than I really planned on at this 
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stop. I have heard some of the skeptics and some of the 
cynics and some of the people say America is through. 
That is a lot of baloney. 

I will tell you why. Our older citizens have given 
us a great country. The next generation is going to keep it 
a great country, and the young people here are going to 
make it a better and better country. I know it and you 
know it. 

We are going to see that this wonderful group of young 
people that inspire every one of us are going to be better 
educated, brought up with many more things for them to 
use and to see and to do. 


We are going to give them a better government. We are 
going to give them a government that will give them an 
opportunity to utilize all this training and education and 
experience. The hope of this country, but more impor- 
tantly, the world rests on the shoulders of the wonderful 
young people who are here. 

Good luck and God bless all of them. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 6:43 p.m. 


Sarasota, Florida 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
the Sarasota-Bradenton Airport. February 28, 1976 


Tue PresipenT. We have had one of the finest days that 
I have ever experienced in politics. It started with just a 
tremendous meeting in Miami, and it has ended with 14 
stops, and here we are in Sarasota. It is delightful to be 
here in Skip Bafalis’ district. 

I think it is one of the outstanding days I have ever 
spent in my political life, and I thank everybody. They 
have been great. The weather has been good by Wash- 
ington standards. So it is great to be here. 

Go ahead. 


Q. Mr. President, you said today that you will have 
nothing to do with Castro’s Cuba. Does that mean there 
is no chance for normalization of relations as long as he 
is in power? 

Tue Preswent. When you look at the fact that he took 
the initiative to try and upset the problems in Puerto 
Rico, when he took aggressive action in Africa some 4,000 
or 5,000 miles from Cuba where he sent 12,000 merce- 
nary forces, I see nothing but an aggressive, anti-freedom 
movement. And so, under Fidel Castro, unless there is 
a 180 degree turn, I can’t imagine any change from what 
I said this morning. 

Q. Do you expect a victory next Tuesday, Mr. 
President? 


Tue PresiwenT. I am very optimistic. 


Q. Mr. President, under the present funding system, 
the State of Florida’s interstate highway system won’t be 
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completed until almost the year 2000. Would you consider 
changing that funding tormula? 

THE PresipeNT. We are working with the Congress 
in trying to accelerate some funding in the interstate 
system, and I think Skip Bafalis and others have worked 
on trying to get some extra money down here in this area. 
I hope we can move more rapidly. I think we can, and 
I will try to work out something. 

Q. Mr. Reagan has said this is a time for leadership 
not tied to the Washington establishment. How do you 
respond to that? 

THE PresipENT. The Washington establishment has 
achieved peace. The Washington establishment under 
my leadership has accomplished the recovery from the 
worst recession. We are licking the problem of inflation. 
We are achieving more employment. We are licking the 
problem of unemployment. I think at least the White 
House is making substantial progress in winning the battle 
against economic difficulties at home, and we are making 
substantial headway in achieving peace with strength 
overseas. 

Q. Mr. President, is your son engaged? And what would 
you think of a daughter-in-law like Chris Evert? 

THE Preswent. I think Chris Evert is a very lovely 
young lady. She is tremendous. I think she is not only 
attractive, but she is superior in the tennis area. 

Q. Are you going to play tennis? 

Tue PrEsweENT. I am going to try to play some. 

Q. In your foreign policy, sir, doesn’t it hurt the national 
security of the United States by enlisting public support 
in the foreign policy when your opposing challenger says 
he would fire the Secretary of State if he got the chance? 

THE PrRESWENT. We have a good foreign policy. It has 
achieved peace. It is a foreign policy that will continue 
peace through strength. We have the highest military 
budget in the history of the United States, and we achieve 
peace through strength. I believe our policies are sound, 
good. We have peace and will continue peace. 

REporTER. Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:03 p.m. 


Sarasota, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the Sarasota Shrine Hall. 
February 29, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Bill, Congressman Skip 
Bafalis, Congressman Lou Frey, Mr. Sandegren, ladies 
and gentlemen and, particularly, that wonderful River- 
view High School band and all of the other fine musicians 
here—we thank you very, very much for the help—and 
Sarasota: 

Obviously, it is a tremendous pleasure for both Betty 
and myself to be here in Sarasota. It has been great just 
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to meet many of you personally, and I haven’t yet sampled 
it, but we hope to sample some of that wonderful barbe- 
cue very shortly. 

We thank you all for the tremendous reception that we 
have had, the wonderful enthusiasm that has been ex- 
pressed by everybody in Florida, and we thank you from 
the bottom of our heart. 


I have been to a great many political barbecues, and I 
am always fascinated by barbecue because every time it’s 
offered the ingredients, somehow, are just a little differ- 
ent. And I know some political campaigns have the same 
approach, but, as President, I have to use a political recipe 
that is consistent. I don’t have the luxury of dealing with 
each of the 50 States one at a time, telling each one of 
them what they want to hear. My job is to determine the 
best recipe for the whole country, 215 million people in 
50 States, to decide what is best for the United States of 
America. And that, of course, is the course of action that 
I have tried to follow for the last 19 months. 


To do that job most effectively and to extend my other 
responsibilities that will permit—it is important and vital 
for me to get to know the people of every State, to learn 
their concerns and aspirations first hand, and to let them 
know from me where I stand. 


As you know, I am entering every one of the 31 Presi- 
dential primaries this year. I want the people of every 
primary State, as well as those in others, to take a very 
close look at my record and at my goals for the future of 
this great country. I want them to know that I share with 
them a very deep, a very active faith in the ability of this 
great country and its people to do superb things in the 
months and the years ahead. 

I want the American people to know that I believe in 
them, that I trust their judgment, that as long as I am 
President of the United States, I intend to be candid and 
frank and forthright with each and every one of you to 
make this system work the way it ought to work. 


I happen to think that it is an advantage rather than 
a handicap for a person to have some experience in a 
chosen field, and I think on-the-job experience is the very, 
very best kind. I am proud to say, as many of my good 
friends from Michigan know, I have been in public service 
for 27 years—as a Member of the House of Represent- 
atives, for almost 9 years as the Republican leader in the 
House of Representatives, as Vice President and, for the 
last 19 months, as your President. 

Those 19 months, as we all know, began with our coun- 
try facing some of the most pressing and most serious prob- 
lems in our country’s history. Runaway inflation and 
ominous beginnings of a recession threatened our eco- 
nomic strength and our economic stability. International 
tensions threatened the peace throughout many areas of 
the world. A crisis of confidence in our own Government 
and in the basic institutions of our society threatened to 
develop into a crisis of spirit for the American people as a 


whole. However, with the understanding of the American 
people the length and the breadth of this country, with 
their prayers and your support and your help, I set about 
to do what I could do to meet those challenges, to put 
America at peace with itself and with the world. 

The past 19 months have seen many of these efforts 
succeed, and with your help we will do even better in the 
months and years ahead. Everything I see or hear or get 
from one or more of you individually—I am certain that 
brighter days are ahead for the United States of America. 
It’s inevitable with our spirit and our determination and 
our background, and you are the ones that really make it, 
not those of us in Washington. 

Let me cite some things that I think are worthwhile for 
us to recollect. Our national economy is growing stronger 
and more prosperous every single day. Unemployment is 
going down. It is not as low as it ought to be, and it will 
get lower, but we are headed in the right direction. 

Consumer confidence is going up. We have had almost 
a 180 degree turn in the last several months, and that feeds 
on itself, and that is going to get better and better. And 
that is what we need to keep this momentum going. 

The Department of Commerce announced just 2 days 
ago, that the index of leading economic indicators rose by 
2.2 percent in January, the largest gain in 6 months. It is 
just getting better almost every day. 

That index showed improvements in the length of the 
average work week, the job lay-off rate, wholesale prices, 
vendor performance, stock market prices, contracts and 
orders, net business formations, new orders and building 
permits. This shows that almost every segment of our 
economy is rebounding in a strong, dynamic, and encour- 
aging way. We are on the road to a new prosperity in 
America, and we are not going to be sidetracked now. We 
are certainly not going to be sidetracked by some of those 
phony fixes that some people want to prescribe for 
America. 

The rate of inflation has been cut almost in half from 
what it was a year ago. Real earnings for the average 
American have increased significantly. We have recovered 
96 percent of the jobs lost to the recession, nearly 2,100,- 
000 job gains since last March, and 800,000 in the month 
of January. 

We have cut in half the annual growth of the Federal 
budget this year, and if we can keep the pressure on and 
hold the spending down, we can balance the budget in 3 
years, cut your taxes, and give you an awful lot more eco- 
nomic recovery of your own. That is our target. 

The fact that we have turned the economy around is a 
credit to the American people who did not panic and to 
the American free enterprise system which responded to 
one of its toughest and greatest challenges. The forecasts 
of gloom and doom were wrong again, because the false 
prophets among us once again underestimated the cour- 
age and the determination and the ingenuity of the Amer- 
ican people. 
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I have never underestimated the American people, all 
of you and 215 million others like you, and I never will. 
I thank you for all these great characteristics. We have 
recovered our economic strength without starting a new 
round of double-digit inflation and without resorting to 
unsound inflationary remedies for our present day 
problems. 

Through commonsense steps, I initiated tax cuts for 
individuals, tax incentives for business expansion and job 
production, and extended economic cushions for the 
Americans out of work. We worked our way out of the 
worst recession in 30 years. 

I have always believed the harder you work, the luckier 
you get. Hard work and hard decisions have made the 
difference in this recovery. We are lucky we didn’t listen 
to those who would try to spend our way out of our reces- 
sion instead of working our way out. 

In fact, as Skip and Lou know, I vetoed 46 bills since 
becoming President. The interesting point—and I want 
you to listen very, very carefully—I did this without en- 
dangering or weakening our economic recovery. And in- 
cidentally, those vetoes have saved the American taxpayer 
$13 billion, and we will do it again and again and again. 

One of those vetoed bills which some of you were par- 
ticularly interested in was the so-called common situs 
picketing bill. We all know that a healthy, striving con- 
struction industry is vitally important to any real long- 
term economic stability, whether here is Sarasota or in 
the Nation as a whole. The common situs bill, as presented 
to me, might well have threatened that stability. Even in 
Latin, common situs spells trouble, and trouble we don’t 
need. 

Something else that spells trouble, unless the Congress 
acts promptly, is the problem of deficit spending in the 
social security system. This year, the Social Security 
Agency [Administration] will pay out $3 billion more than 
it takes in. Next year, unless corrective action is taken, 
that deficit in a 12-month period will be $3.5 billion, and 
it will get worse year by year instead of better. 

In my State of the Union Message in January and in 
St. Petersburg 2 weeks ago, I pledged—and I reiterate it 
here this afternoon—the integrity and the solvency of the 
social security system. In my budget for 1977, I am rec- 
ommending a full cost of living increase in social se- 
curity benefits. They must be paid this year and in the 
years hence. 

As I look around this wonderful group and refresh my 
memory with the occasions I have had to shake hands 
with many of you, let me say something that comes from 
the depth of my heart, and I know you join with me in 
this same feeling: Aren’t we all proud to be Americans? 
Aren’t we proud of America? Aren’t we sick and tired of 
these skeptics and cynics and critics who downgrade and 
undercut what has been so beautiful in America for 200 
years? America needs our support, and we are proud of 
it, and we are proud to be Americans. 


I think it is time we remembered that we are the most 
richly blessed nation in the history of the world. We have 
special gifts and special resources and very special respon- 
sibilities greater than any other nation in the world. 

The social security system, obviously, is something that 
has to be good, strong. It must be kept secure for this gen- 
eration and future generations. We must think of the kind 
of country that we will leave to those future generations 
in our time. 

America, we all recognize, has had its share of problems, 
but we are going to solve them. We will solve the social 
security problem. We will solve the economic problem. I 
am an optimist about our great country, and we will be 
a great country in the future. In that future that we must 
chart, at least a part of it is predicated on what happens 
in the election of 1976. The American people will make 
crucial and far-reaching decisions this year. Each of you 
must decide what role you want your Government to play 
in your own life and in the life of your Nation. 

Let me sort of simplify something I believe in very 
deeply. We must never forget that a government big 
enough to give us everything we want is a government big 
enough to take from us everything we have. 

But in the process of deciding what we all do in 1976, 
you must decide what qualities and what characteristics of 
leadership you expect in your public officials. You must 
decide what course you want our national economy to 
follow in the years ahead—a firm, steady course of growth 
and stability or a course of drastic turns, costly experi- 
ments, and increasing Government control. 

It is the strength and the genius of the American po- 
litical system that you can make those decisions, each and 
every one of you, for yourself, and how lucky we are. 
Election day is a celebration day for freedom. I hope that 
you will join in that celebration, and I hope that you will 
give me your support on March 9, November 2, and in 
the 48 months ahead. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. 


Tampa, Florida 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
Tampa International Airport. February 29, 1976 


THE PresweENt. This is a great stop in Tampa. We have 
had two fine, full days. The response has been really 
tremendous—good crowds, excellent enthusiasm. Every- 
thing we have seen so far down here has been strongly 
on the plus side, and Betty and I are very, very enthusi- 
astic. We had some momentum when we came. Just like 
in that soccer game, when you have the momentum 
going, you are awfully tough to beat. 
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Q. Are you going to come back next week? 

Tue PrEsIpDENT. We have not had time to evaluate it. 
We will come back if there is time because we have 
some big problems in Washington, and we will also take 
a look to see whether the momentum is still going. I 
think organizationally speaking, under Lou Frey and the 
others, I have never seen so many enthusiastic workers. 
We have got everything going in the right direction, so 
at the moment, with the things we have to do in Wash- 
ington, we just can’t make a decision. 

Q. What are those things you have to do? 

Tue Preswent. We have a few problems with the 
Congress. We have got some legislative matters. We have 
some matters concerning particularly the budget. Con- 
gress has to make some decisions early in the new budget 
process. And we are going to do our utmost to keep the 
Congress from going hog wild in spending, and the first 
step to hold them on line is, I think, March 15. 

Q. Why do you think the Florida Republicans will vote 
for you over Ronald Reagan in the Republican primary? 

THE PRESENT. I think we have a proven record, a 
record that seems to appeal to a very substantial number 
of Republicans in Florida, and I think fortunately a sub- 
stantial number of Democrats. 

Q. Do you think you will beat Reagan? 

THe Present. I think we will do very well, and I 
think we will win. 

Thank you all very, very much. It is nice to see you. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 4:02 p.m. 


Tampa, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the Austin Building 
Complex. February 29, 1976 


Well, thank you very much, Lou, Congressman Skip 
Bafalis, Jim Grey, Mrs. Chavez, all these distinguished 
guests and wonderful friends, ladies and gentlemen, and 
particularly these wonderful young people—Boy Scouts, 
Girl Scouts, Campfire Girls, Brownies—we love them all. 

Obviously, it’s a tremendous pleasure, a great ex- 
perience for Betty and me to be in Florida again and to 
sort of wrap up a tremendous weekend with this just over- 
whelming, overawing experience here in Tampa. It’s a 
great city—wonderful people—and I guess I have a friend 
or two here. And with all the friends we’ve got here and 
a good many elsewhere in Florida, we are going on from 
here. 

We intend to win the nomination in August, in Kansas, 
and then we are going to win the election in November, 
in all 50 States. And we will win because we have the 
policies, the programs and, above all, the people on our 


side. And all of you here reflect that kind of support, and 
we thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 

We will win because the American people—they know 
that it took action, not words, to put America back on 
the course. We have made real, solid, measurable progress 
in solving the problems that affect most. And you are go- 
ing to see a lot more progress in the months ahead. I 
promise you that, and I haven’t fallen back on a promise 
in the 19 months that I have been in public office as Presi- 
dent of all of you. 

When I became President 19 months ago, America was 
faced with some very, very serious concerns: runaway 
inflation and recession, both of them threatened our eco- 
nomic strength and our stability; international tensions 
threatened the peace of the world in many places of the 
globe; a crisis of confidence in our own Government and 
in the basic institutions of our society threatened the 
promise of the 200-year old American experience. It was 
a bleak, depressing, even frightening picture. It was a 
time that called for strong, affirmative action. 

Nineteen months later, the results are all there for 
Americans to take pride in and all of the world to note. 
Our national economy is growing stronger and more pros- 
perous every day. The business community is planning 
ahead with a new-found sense of certainty and security. 
And we, individually, are finding that economic indicators 
point to good news ahead almost every day of every month. 

The Department of Commerce just announced 2 days 
ago, that the index of leading economic indicators rose by 
2.2 percent in January and, listen to this, the largest gain 
in 6 months. We should be darned proud of it. 

That crucial, that critical index showed improvements 
in the length of the average work week, the job lay-off rate, 
wholesale prices, vendor performance, stock market prices, 
contracts and orders, net business formation, new orders 
and building permits. That’s a sizable list of things on the 
up. This shows that in almost every segment of our 
economy, there is a rebounding, strong, dynamic, encour- 
aging way. 

We are on the road to a new prosperity in America, and 
we are not going to be sidetracked now. We are going to 
move ahead strongly, affirmatively, and healthily. 

Let me speak for just a minute about some things that 
concern all of us. Employment has gone up. In January 
alone, we gained 800,000 new jobs, the biggest monthly 
increase in nearly 16 years. And that’s progress by any 
measurement. In January alone, unemployment fell by 
five-tenths of one percent, the biggest monthly drop in 
more than 16 years. We are still not moving as fast as I 
would like it, particularly in Florida. But we are moving 
and moving in the right direction, and I am not going to 
let up until every American who wants a job will have a 
job. That’s a promise to you . 

During 1974—just let your memory go back a bit—in- 
flation was raging at an annual rate of more than 12 per- 
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cent. The latest indicators show we have cut it almost in 
half. Again, I am not satisfied; that’s still too high. But by 
any standard, that’s real progress. And the American peo- 
ple know it, and I think they kind of like it, because we 
are going to do better and better as we move ahead. 

The latest index of consumer confid«nce—and that is 
all of you, how you and your family and your neighbors 
look at the future—it is double that of a year ago. The 
American people know that we have gone through a tough 
time. But they know we are on the way back up, and so 
consumer confidence is indicated in every place in almost 
every household. 

Real earnings for the average American worker rose 
significantly in January, well above the rate of inflation. 
That means that your purchasing power is on the increase. 
Now, when you get a bigger paycheck—and I hope you 
get a lot of them—it doesn’t buy a smaller kag of gro- 
ceries, and that’s the real test for the housewife. 


Nearly 2,100,000 jobs have been recovered since last 
March. That’s 96 percent, almost 100 percent of all the 
jobs lost during that worst recession in more than 30 years. 
And we did it—this is the encouraging thing—we did it 
without strapping fiscal responsibility, without massively 
tapping the Federal Treasury, and without sapping the 
American taxpayer. Again, that’s the way to do it, and 
that’s the way we have done it. 

We didn’t resort to expensive, temporary, quick-fix 
Government solutions. Through the commonsense ideas 
that I initiated and promulgated—listen to them—these 
were the good policies: tax cuts for individuals, tax incen- 
tives for business expansion and job production, and ex- 
tended income cushions for those Americans out of work. 
With all of these programs and with your help, and the 
fact that you didn’t panic, we have weathered the worst 
of the storm. As a result of this Administration’s action, 
we have begun a vigorous economic recovery. But the 
price of America’s economic recovery was not a new round 
of double-digit inflation, nor was it billions and billions of 
extra dollars from the Federal taxpayer. 

I think all of you here know where I stand on the crit- 
ical issue of unnecessary Federal spending. I vetoed, and 
I underline “veto”, 46 bills since becoming President— 
and without endangering or weakening the economic re- 
covery. Listen to this: These vetoes will save the American 
taxpayer $13 billion. That’s a lot of headway. And let me 
assure you, let you in on a little secret, I will continue to 
veto those extravagant spending bills again and again and 
again, until we restore some self-control in the United 
States Congress. 


We have to keep our financial house in order, and you 
have every right to expect that the Federal Government, 
your Government will do the same thing. If we can hold 
the line on Federal spending, if we can keep the budget- 
busters in Congress under some control, then another 
major tax cut will be entirely possible in the latter part 


of this year and another one in 1979, and we will balance 
the budget at the same time. 

As I’ve said, I think we’ve got a strong economy, and 
I intend to make it even stronger. I want more jobs for 
Americans, and I want those jobs to provide Americans 
with a future to give you pride, as well as a paycheck. I 
want to sustain our prosperity not only as a goal, but as a 
fact in life in the United States of America. 

But economic progress is not the only progress we have 
made. Today, America is at peace. Today, there are no 
Americans fighting anywhere in the world. I want to keep 
it that way. We will keep it that way, and that is good 
for America as the rest of the world. 

I believe in peace and freedom through strength. We 
will stand tall and strong and keep our powder dry so 
the United States of America can negotiate from a position 
that commands respect and invites cooperation from those 
that want to deal with us. I have taken very firm steps 
to ensure that our major alliances are strong, our com- 
mitments are valid, and our defenses are without equal 
throughout the world. 

I have proposed in the last 2 years—and I hope you 
will listen to this because it is true, and some people have 
made some sly, slight remarks about it—I have proposed 
the largest two peacetime defense budgets in America’s 
history, reversing a trend that was reducing our defense 
expenditures year by year to levels that were dangerously 
low. 

The price of our national defense may be very high, 
but the price of freedom is one that Americans have 
always been willing to pay in blood, in sacrifice, in treas- 
ure. We are no less willing to pay that price in America 
today to keep our Nation secure. 

And if we continue the kind of defense budgets that I 
have recommended, and if the Congress cooperates and 
doesn’t slash them as they have in the past, America will 
have peace and freedom; we will deter war; and, we will 
maintain our national security. Help me. The Congress 
needs to get the message. 

But America’s security rests on more than armaments 
alone. It rests, in part, on our determination to make 
the lives of our own citizens here secure at home. This is 
especially important for America’s older citizens to whom 
this Nation is so deeply indebted. 

In my State of the Union Address to the American 
people and to the Congress, I pledged to ensure the integ- 
rity and the solvency of the social security system. I am 
fighting to maintain that solvency. American working 
men and women who have labored too long and con- 
tributed too much to the greatness of America to be denied 
the income that they have earned for their retirement in 
later years. 

I will continue to push, prod, and press the Congress 
to make sure that your social security benefits now, as 
well as in the future, will be responsibly funded and fully 
protected. 
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To be sure, strong, and secure from within is a great 
bulwark of our liberty, and that is something that we 
must never, never forget. But our ultimate strength is the 
one of the spirit, the love of freedom, the pursuit of jus- 
tice, the commitment to progress which Americans have 
shared for 200 years. We live in a nation that is the envy 
of the whole wide world. 

Frankly, let me just say this: I am darned fed up with 
those Americans who downgrade America, and I hope 
you are, too. Obviously, you and I agree. We believe in 
America. We believe in its strength. We believe in its 
purpose. We believe in its goodness and, believe me, I 
believe in you, the American people, and I thank you for 
your support. 

Let me say something that means very much to me. 
We in America need frankness, candor, forthrightness. 
We shouldn’t promise more from Washington than we can 
produce, and we shouldn’t tell the American people that 
they can have everything. We should tell them the facts, 
and we should produce everything that we promise. And 
I say to all of you here, the wonderful people from Tampa, 
everything I promise you, we will produce, and we won’t 
promise you anything we can’t produce. 

Let me add this: Working together—that is you and 
me—we can look to an even brighter future for our chil- 
dren and their children. These wonderful young children, 
boys and girls, give me an inspiration. We inherited— 
those of us alive today—a country that was given to us 
by our forefathers, and they gave us a great country. I 
think we, through wars and depression and recession and 
other problems—when the scorecard is kept, when the 
historians write the books, they will say we didn’t do 
too badly, either. 

But we have some things we’ve got to do, not for us, 
necessarily, but for these great kids, these great young 
people. That’s our obligation, and I know that you will 
join me in making certain that that obligation, that re- 
sponsibility, is maintained. 

But let me conclude with just this observation and 
comment, I look out that way and you are looking here, 
but all of us can see an America today in which all men 
and women live in dignity and security and harmony and 
peace. 

We can see a people taking pride in the work and find- 
ing pleasure and purpose in their lives. We can see 
America—and Tampa and Florida and 49 other States— 
in which government is the capable servant and not the 
master of its people. 

We can see America, which cherishes those old values 
of honesty, compassion, determination, and courage. We 
can see America, in which those dreams we have dreamed 
since our youth—and these young people are dreaming 
today—we can see an America in which those dreams will 
come true. 


That is my goal. That is what we want for all of 
America. And that is why I ask you, and I ask you very 
deeply, I ask you for your support in these coming days 
and these coming years. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:13 p.m. 


Tampa, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at a President Ford Committee 
Reception. February 29, 1976 


Let me, as we wrap up two wonderful days in Florida, 
thank all of you who made this last meeting one of the 
finest, if not the best. It was tremendous. But it certainly 
was the climax to two superb days. 

We started out with some of that Washington weather 
on the other side of the State, but it really turned out in 
the long run, the whole day yesterday was terriffic. The 
whole day today has been ideal. 


I think more than ever—when we came down, I 
thought we were going to win—I am absolutely certain we 
are going to win. The people in New Hampshire did a 
superb job. They gave us the kick off the springboard that 
was needed. 


We are going to win in Massachusetts and, of course, 
our opponent did not enter the Vermont primary, so we 
are going to have three States when we get down to 
Florida. And we have done well in some of the conven- 
tion States, where it was critically important to get the 
caucuses, such as in Minnesota. In Minnesota, they did 
extremely well in the caucuses last week. 

We have the momentum going, but Florida is really the 
key. If we can win and win well in Florida, they ought to 
know they can’t win, period. And so what we do between 
now and March 9—9 days away—is going to be critical 
and crucial because this State can be very, very important 
in convincing others—those where they have conventions, 
those where they have caucuses, and those where they 
have primaries. 

So we have done well so far. The momentum is great. 
I am confident, but I always prepare for the worst because 
the best will take care of itself. So we are going to get out 
there and work with you. We will do everything we can 
to make certain that March 9 is a great, great victory, I 
think, for all of us and for the whole program we have 
worked at, striven for. And it will convince, I think, people 
in the 46 other States that we are on the right track. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 4:50 p.m. at the Austin Building 
Complex. 
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Financial Assistance for Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing His Message to 
the Congress Proposing Reform Legislation. 
March 1, 1976 


In the past decade, while education has remained a 
local responsibility, we have responded at the Federal 
level to a number of problems perceived to be of a na- 
tional scope. We've tried to improve educational opportu- 
nities, but in the process we have created a heavy burden 
of regulations and redtape. 

Too often we have found ourselves asking whether 
Federal forms have been properly filled out, not whether 
children have been properly educated. There has also 
been a tendency toward a greater central control over the 
decisions which should be made by local education offi- 
cials. 

The time has come to provide Federal support without 
Federal impediments. For that reason, I am proposing 
today the financial assistance for elementary and second- 
ary school act. It would consolidate 24 existing categorical 
grant programs into a single, or one block grant program. 

The focus of my proposal will be on improved educa- 
tional opportunities for those with very special needs: the 
handicapped and the educationally deprived. Federal 
funds will be provided with a minimum of Federal regu- 
lation and a maximum of local control. 

Education needs can be met most effectively by giving 
people at the local level the tools to do the job well. Under 
the legislation I propose, every State will receive at least 
as much money for the consolidated program as it did 
in fiscal year 1976 for the existing programs. 

I am requesting a total of $3,300 million for fiscal year 
1977. I am also proposing that the program grow by $200 
million in each of the next 3 fiscal years. For too long, 
the real issue in our education programs, Federal versus 
local control, has been obscured by debate over funding 
levels. Hopefully, with the funding levels that I am pro- 
posing, we can direct the debate where it really belongs, 
to reform of our education support programs. 

I strongly urge the Congress to act quickly and favor- 
ably on my proposal to help ensure quality education for 
all of our children. 

Thank you very much. 


note: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House. 


Financial Assistance for Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act 


The President’s Message to the Congress Proposing 
Reform Legislation. March 1, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

The education of our children is vital to the future of 
the United States. From the start, our Founding Fathers 
knew that ignorance and free government could not co- 
exist. Our nation has acted from the beginning on the 
sound principle that control over our schools should re- 
main at the State and local level. Nothing could be more 
destructive of the diversity of thought and opinion neces- 
sary for national progress than an excess of control by the 
central government. 

In recent years, our national sense of fairness and equity 
has led to an increasing number of Federal programs of 
aid to education. The Federal government has recognized 
a responsibility to help ensure adequate educational op- 
portunities for those with special needs, such as the educa- 
tionally deprived and the handicapped. We have appro- 
priately provided States and localities with added re- 
sources to help them improve opportunities for such stu- 
dents. At the same time, we have channeled our aid into 
too many narrow and restrictive categorical programs. As 
a result, we have made it more difficult for the schools to 
educate. 

It is time that we reconcile our good intentions with the 
recognition that we at the Federal level cannot know what 
is best for every school child in every classroom in the 
country. 

In my State of the Union address, I spoke of the need 
for a new realism and a new balance in our system of 
Federalism—a balance that favors greater responsibility 
and freedom for the leaders of our State and local govern- 
ments, 

_ Our experience in education demonstrates that those 
principles are not abstract political philosophy, but guides 
to the concrete action we must take to help assure the sur- 
vival of our system of free government. We must contin- 
ually guard against Federal control over public schools. 

I am proposing today the Financial Assistance for Ele- 
mentary and Secondary Education Act which will con- 
solidate 24 existing programs into one block grant. The 
focus of this block grant will be on improved educational 
opportunities for those with special needs—the handi- 
capped and educationally deprived. Federal funds will be 
provided with a minimum of Federal regulation and a 
maximum of local control. My proposal is based on the 
conviction that education needs can be most effectively 
and creatively met by allowing States greater flexibility in 
the use of Federal funds. 
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I am particularly pleased at the extent to which my 
proposal reflects extensive consultations with individuals, 
organizations representing publicly elected officials and 
leaders in the education community. The proposal has 
been modified and strengthened since the time of my State 
of the Union message as a result of suggestions we 
received. I am convinced it represents essential changes 
in our system of providing aid to education. 

My proposals will consolidate programs in the following 
areas : 

¢ Elementary and Secondary Education 

® Education for the Handicapped 

© Adult Education 

® Vocational Education 


To assure that students with special needs receive 
proper attention the proposed legislation provides that 
75 percent of a State’s allocation be spent on the educa- 
tionally deprived and handicapped, and that vocational 
education programs continue to be supported. The same 
strong civil rights compliance procedures that exist in the 
programs to be consolidated are included in this legis- 
lation. 

Under the proposed legislation, funds will be allocated 
to States based on a formula which takes into account the 
number of school-aged children and the number of chil- 
dren from low-income families. No State will receive less 
money than it did in Fiscal Year 1976 under the programs 
to be consolidated. Further, local education agencies will 
be assured that the funds will reach the local level, where 
children are taught and where control should be exercised. 


Vocational education is an important part of our total 
education system. Here, too, my proposal seeks greater 
flexibility at the local level while maintaining Federal sup- 
port. States would be required to spend a portion of the 
funds they receive on vocational education, giving special 
emphasis to the educationally deprived and the handi- 
capped. 

Non-public school and Indian tribal children would 
continue to be eligible for assistance under this proposal. 
Where States do not serve such children, the Commis- 
sioner of Education will arrange to provide funds directly, 
using the appropriate share of the State’s funds. 


The proposed legislation will require States to develop 
a plan, with public participation, for the use of Federal 
funds. All interested citizens, students, parents and ap- 
propriate pyiblic and private institutions will participate 
in the development of the plan. States will be required to 
develop procedures for independent monitoring of com- 
pliance with their plan. State progress will be measured 
against the plan, but the plan itself will not be subject to 
Federal approval. 

For Fiscal Year 1977 I am requesting $3.3 billion for 
the education block grant. For the next three fiscal years, 
I am proposing authorizations of $3.5 billion, $3.7 billion 


and $3.9 billion. For too long the real issue in our educa- 
tion programs—Federal versus State and local control— 
has been obscured by endless bickering over funding 
levels. Hopefully, with these request levels, we can focus 
the attention where it belongs, on reform of our educa- 
tion support programs. 

Enactment of this legislation will allow people at the 
State and local level to stop worrying about entangling 
Federal red tape and turn their full attention to educating 
our youth. 

I urge prompt and favorable consideration of the Fi- 
nancial Assistance for Elementary and Secondary Edu- 
cation Act. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
March 1, 1976. 


Export Administration Act of 1969 
Executive Order 11907. March 1, 1976 


RELATING TO THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE EXPORT 
ADMINISTRATION AcT oF 1969 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Export 
Administration Act of 1969, as amended, and as Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, Executive Order 
No. 11533 of June 4, 1970, is hereby amended as follows: 

SEcTION |. Section | is amended to read: “The power, 
authority, and discretion conferred upon the President by 
the provisions of the Export Administration Act of 1969, 
as amended, hereinafter referred to as the Act (50 U.S.C. 
App. 2401 et seq.), are hereby delegated to the Secretary 
of Commerce, with power of successive re-delegation, ex- 
cept that, the power, authority and discretion conferred 
upon the President in Section 4(h) of the Act (50 U.S.C. 
App. 2403(h) ) is retained by the President.”. 

Sec. 2. Section 2 is amended to read: “The Export 
Control Review Board established by Section 2 of Execu- 
tive Order No. 10945 of May 24, 1961, is hereby re- 
established as the Export Administration Review Board, 
hereinafter referred to as the Board. The Board shall be 
composed of the Secretary of Commerce, who shall be 
Chairman of the Board, the Secretary of State, the Secre- 
tary of Defense, and the Chairman of the East-West For- 
eign Trade Board (Section 7 of Executive Order No. 
11846, as amended). No alternative Board members shall 
be designated, but the'acting head of any departmert may 
serve in lieu of the head of the department concerned. 
In the case of the East-West Foreign Trade Board, the 
Deputy Chairman may serve in lieu of the Chairman. The 
Board may invite the heads of other Government organi- 
zations and agencies to participate in the activities of the 
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Board when matters of interest to such organizations and 
agencies are under consideration.”’. 
GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
March 1, 1976. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 3:36 p.m., 
March 1, 1976] 


Law Day, U.S.A., 1976 
Proclamation 4420. March 1, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


Liberty is the hallmark of the American experience— 
liberty from the tyranny of foreign domination and liberty 
from tyranny at home. To ensure our domestic liberty, 
based on our faith that all men are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable rights, the Constitution 
of the United States of America guarantees certain rights 
and privileges to every citizen. Among those are: freedom 
of speech, freedom of the press, freedom of religion, the 
right to assemble and petition, and the right to due process 
of law. 

Throughout our history, the preservation of those in- 
dividual rights has been dependent upon our dedication 
to the rule of law. 

To encourage the cultivation of that respect for law 
which is so vital to the spirit of democracy, the Congress, 
by Joint Resolution approved April 7, 1961 (75 Stat. 43, 
36 U.S.C. 164), has requested the President to issue a 
proclamation calling upon the people of the United States 
to celebrate the first day of May as Law Day, U.S.A. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of the 
United States of America, invite the American people to 
celebrate Saturday, May 1, 1976, as Law Day, U.S.A., 
and to mark its observance with programs and ceremonies 
as befits our great heritage of 200 years of liberty and law. 

I urge clergymen of all faiths to bring to public atten- 
tion through sermons and suitable programs the moral and 
ethical dimensions of the law. 

I urge also that schools, civic and service organizations, 
public bodies, libraries, the courts, the legal profession and 
the communications media participate in the observance 
of Law Day. And I call upon all public officials to dis- 
play the flag of the United States on all government build- 
ings on that day. 

In Witness WHeEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this first day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundredth. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 3:36 p.m., 
March 1, 1976] 


Department of the Air Force 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Francis Hughes To Be Assistant Secretary for 
Financial Management. March 1, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Francis Hughes, of Hilton Head Island, S.C., to be 
Assistant Secretary of the Air Force. His area of respon- 
sibility will be Financial Management. He will succeed 
William Woodruff, who resigned effective July 31, 1975. 
Mr. Hughes has been an independent consultant in Hil- 
ton Head, S.C., since November 1975. 

Born on August 12, 1921, in Washington, D.C., Mr. 
Hughes attended Benjamin Franklin University in Wash- 
ington, D.C. and received his B.S. degree in 1947. He re- 
ceived his M.S. in 1948 from Southeastern University in 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Hughes was customer engineer for International 
Business Machine in Washington, D.C. from 1943 to 
1945. He was manager of Price Waterhouse & Co. of 
Washington until joining the Texas Gulf Producing Co., 
of Houston, Tex., in May 1956. He served successively as 
director, secretary-treasurer, and vice president until April 
1965. He became financial vice president of W. R. Grace 
& Co. of New York, N.Y., in April 1965. From 1967 to 
November 1975, he was executive vice president and di- 
rector of the National Data Corp., of Atlanta, Ga. 

Mr. Hughes is married to the former Jeannette A. 
Jones, and they have three children. 


National Transportation Safety Board 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Philip Allison Hogue To Be a Member of the 
Board. March 1, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Philip Allison Hogue, of Springfield, Va., to be a 
member of the National Transportation Safety Board for 
the remainder of the term expiring December 31, 1978. 
He will succeed Louis M. Thayer, who has resigned. Mr. 
Hogue has been Deputy Chief Officer of Operations for 
the Coast Guard in Washington, D.C. since May 1974. 

Born on September 12, 1920, in Kansas City, Mo., Mr. 
Hogue attended George Washington University and the 
University of Virginia. He was in the United States Navy 
from 1942 to 1949, prior to joining the Coast Guard. 

Beginning in 1952, Mr. Hogue served as a Coast Guard 
aviator and search and rescue pilot in Massachusetts, 
Newfoundland, Florida, and Puerto Rico. From 1962 to 
1966, he was Chief of the Training and Logistics Branch 
of the Aviation Division at Coast Guard Headquarters in 
Washington, D.C. He was Coast Guard Liaison Officer 
at the Staff Chief Naval Air Training Station in Pensa- 
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cola, Fla., from 1966 to 1968. He became Chief of Search 
and Rescue for the 8th Coast Guard District in New Or- 
leans in 1968. From 1970 to 1972, he was commanding 
officer of the Coast Guard Air Station and Chief of the 
Kodiak Search Rescue Sector in Kodiak, Alaska. He re- 
turned to Coast Guard headquarters and served as Chief 
of Aviation and senior member of the Commandant’s 
Aviation Safety Board and Chief of Search and Rescue 
during 1973-74. 

Mr. Hogue is married to the former Ellen Byerly, and 
they have three children. 


Corporation for Public Broadcasting 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Louis P. Terrazas To Be a Member of the 
Board of Directors. March 2, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Louis P. Terrazas, of San Antonio, Tex., to be a mem- 
ber of the Board of Directors of the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting for the remainder of a term expiring 
March 26, 1978. He will succeed Neal Blackwell Freeman, 
who resigned effective June 10, 1975. Mr. Terrazas has 
been president and chairman of the board of Gold Bond 
Manufacturing, Inc., in Natalia, Tex., since May 1973. 

Mr. Terrazas was born on June 22, 1931, in San An- 
tonio, Tex. He attended San Antonio Junior College. He 
served in the United States Navy during 1949-50. 

In 1952, Mr. Terrazas joined the Eagle Finance Co., 
serving until 1953. From 1953 to 1957, he was manager 
of Bank Loan Finance Services. He was with American 
Budget, Inc., from 1957 to 1960. He formed Louis P. 
Terrazas Associates, an insurance firm, in 1960, prior to 
his becoming vice president of Oak Dale, Inc., in 1968. 
He was president of Urban Technology Co., Inc., from 
1971 to 1973. 

Mr. Terrazas is married to the former Emma Cisneros, 
and they have two children. 


Forest and Rangeland Renewable 
Resources Planning Act of 1974 


The President’s Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
to the President of the Senate Transmitting a Statement 
of Policy, an Assessment, and a Program as Required by 
the Act. March 2, 1976 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President: ) 

I am pleased to transmit a Statement of Policy, a Re- 
newable Resources Assessment and the Secretary of Agri- 
culture’s proposed Renewable Resources Programs as re- 


quired by the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Re- 
sources Planning Act of 1974. 


I have agreed that the general goals recommended by 
the Secretary are desirable ends and are worthy of our 
careful consideration. I have further stated that my policy 
will be to implement the recommended goals in accord 
with two basic principles—maximizing the Federal budg- 
et’s contribution to the Nation’s welfare and minimizing 
Government interference with the normal operation of the 
market. I have also outlined some further work necessary 
to permit a more comprehensive assessment of the recom- 
mended program activities and targets. 


I look forward to working with the Congress on these 
matters in the coming months. 
Sincerely, 
GERALD R. Forp 
NoTE: This is the text of identical letters addressed to the Honor- 


able Carl Albert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and to 
the Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller, President of the Senate. 
For the text of the Statement of Policy, see the following item. 
The Assessment is entitled “RPA, The Nation’s Renewable Re- 
sources—An Assessment, 1975, As Required by the Forest and Re- 


newable Resources Planning Act of 1974,” U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Forest Service. 


The Program is entitled “RPA, A Recommended Renewable 
Resource Program, As Required by the Forest and Rangeland Re- 
newable Resources Planning Act of 1974,” U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Forest Service. 


The President also transmitted a summary entitled “RPA, Sum- 
mary, A Summary of a Renewable Resource Assessment and a Rec- 
ommended Renewable Resource Program, As Required by the For- 
est and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act of 1974,” 
U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service. 


Forest and Rangeland Renewable 
Resources Planning Act of 1974 


The President’s Statement of Policy. March 2, 1976 


The Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Plan- 
ning Act of 1974 was one of the first bills I signed upon 
entering the Office of the President. It is important legis- 
lation. It provides a process which should permit better 
informed choices to be made in the management of the 
Nation’s vital renewable resources. It provides for periodic 
review of the present and prospective demand and supply 
for the various uses of the Nation’s 1.6 billion acres of 
forest and rangelands. This, together with sound evalua- 
tion of alternative Federal programs—in terms of their 
economic and environmental implications—will provide 
the Congress and the Executive Branch with information 
needed to select appropriate National goals and effective 
programs to attain these goals. 

The findings of the first Renewable Resource Assess- 
ment—the first principal task required by the Act—are 
encouraging. The Nation’s forest and rangeland areas are 
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presently making major contributions to the Nation’s wel- 
fare. Moreover, the Assessment identifies extensive op- 
portunities to increase the production of a wide variety 
of goods and services to meet projected demands in the 
future. I am confident that an appropriate combination of 
public and private actions can meet our demands for the 
foreseeable future. 

The second principal task of the Act—preparation of a 

Renewable Resource Program—involves : 

* selection of a particular combination and level of 
uses over time from the many alternative ways to 
use the 187 million-acre National Forest System, with 
full consideration both of environmental values and 
of all competing demands for use such as timber 
production, wilderness preservation, recreation and 
wildlife. 

* evaluation of whether and to what extent the Federal 
Government should provide assistance to State and 
private landowners. 

* development of a comprehensive Federal research 
program, complementary to State and private re- 
search efforts, for the management, protection and 
use of forest and rangeland resources. 

Preparation of the Program was an extremely difficult 

task complicated by: 

* a lack of adequate and accurate data on program in- 
put/output relationships. 

* difficulty of determining the relative priority of com- 
peting uses; e.g., timber, recreation, etc. 

* uncertainty over rates of future population increases 
and income levels and demand and supply relation- 
ships for each competing use. 

_ The Forest Service has made significant progress on 
this complex task in the past year. A range of possible 
goals has been formulated and analyzed in terms of the 
costs of Federal programs, the anticipated value of pro- 
gram results, and the environmental implications. Based 
on this approach, the Secretary has recommended a pro- 
gram consisting of a series of general goals with specific 
production targets for Federal programs for the years 
1977-1980 and for each decade through 2020. 

The general program goals recommended by the Sec- 

retary are: 

* “Increase supply of outdoor recreation opportunities 
and services through Forest Service programs that 
emphasize dispersed recreation.” 

* “Provide for a moderate increase in wilderness from 
national forest land.” 

* “Provide for species diversity and greater wildlife 
and fish populations through a substantial increase 
in habitat management.” 

* “Provide forage to the extent benefits are commen- 
surate with costs without impairing land productiv- 
ity.” 
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¢ “Increase timber supplies and quality in an environ- 
mentally sound manner to the point where benefits 
are commensurate with costs.” 

* “Meet minimum air and water quality standards. 
Emphasize improvement of soil productivity and air 
and water quality while selectively improving, com- 
mensurate with benefits, water supply. Meet other 
land stewardship standards.” 

¢ “Increase emphasis on involvement in discrete hu- 
man and community development efforts that com- 
plement the activities in other Forest Service resource 
systems.” 

I agree that the general goals recommended by the Sec- 
retary are desirable ends and are worthy of our careful 
consideration. 

The goals—and the Federal programs to achieve these 
goals—must be shaped by two fundamental, overriding 
principles : 

¢ First, decisions to implement Federal programs to 
achieve the general goals must be made consistent 
with 
—decisions on how much Federal tax should be 

assessed on our Nation’s people and businesses for 
public programs, and 
—other Federal budget priorities 
The Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry 
explicitly recognized this important principle in com- 
menting on its draft of the Act: 
“What the legislation does is make clear that this 
Program is a ‘guide’; thus it is one of several pos- 
sibilities. The President takes into account fiscal 
issues, the national defense, and general welfare 
as other ‘guides’ in formulating overall budget 
policy. He is required under this language simply 
to consider the Program as the guide in setting 
resource conservation criteria.” 

* Second, our Government must permit the private sec- 
tor to satisfy demands for goods and services without 
unjustified direct or indirect Federal subsidies or 
unwarranted regulatory interference. It is therefore 
essential to assure that Federal programs undertaken 
to achieve the general goals are not substitutes for 
private sector activities. Because we must avoid 
recommending programs that, counter to this prin- 
ciple, would involve a maior expansion of the Fed- 
eral role, I believe that additional time is necessary to 
make the analysis necessary to provide this assur- 
ance—assurancé, for example, that an array of sub- 
sidies to private landowners and direct investments 
on public lands do not stabilize timber prices at levels 
less or more than required to produce competitive 
returns on amounts demanded at those prices. 

My policy will be to implement the recommended goals 

in accord with these basic principles. 
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In addition, I believe that further evaluation is needed 
to: 

* assure that the programs undertaken will not be 
counter-productive by displacing more productive 
private investments. 

* assure that production and price targets will provide 
reasonable returns to producers. 

* refine and improve the benefit /cost evaluation to: 
—improve the estimates of costs and their associated 

benefits. 

—assure that benefits cited, such as lower consumer 
prices for wood products, are appropriate and 
result from Federal action. 

—determine the appropriate trade-offs between 
competing uses of our forest resources so as to yield 
the greatest net benefits from their use. 

Apart from these fundamental concerns, further atten- 
tion should be directed to certain specific items, among 
them: 

* Upgrading the existing data base which in many 

areas is inadequate. 

¢ Evaluating user charges as a potential source of 
financing the costs associated with a variety of goods 
and services now provided free or at a price less than 
their costs. 

* Evaluating the effectiveness of State and private 
landowner assistance programs. 

* Evaluating timber inventory management to deter- 
mine whether changes in present practices would 
yield greater net benefits to the Nation. 

I believe that looking into the future to ascertain when 
actions must be taken to meet carefully determined goals 
is essential. The process provides an opportunity to de- 
velop informed policy for an area of significant concern to 
the Nation. But for the process to be workable, it must not 
be treated as producing an inflexible plan but rather 
viewed as an aid to charting our course for the next few 
years subject to overall budget priorities and exigencies 
not now foreseen. 

There is much work yet to be done. I am committed to 
accomplishing the necessary tasks that remain. 


GERALD R. Forp 


Fiscal Year 1977 Defense Budget 


The President’s Remarks at a Meeting With the 
Chairmen and Ranking Republican Members of the 
Senate Armed Services and Appropriations 
Committees. March 2, 1976 


Well, I think I'll leave politics aside for a moment and 
-talk very precisely about the defense budget, and the four 
of you have a very important role in it. 


I submitted, as all of you know, the largest defense 
budget in the history of the country. And I submitted it 
knowing, first, that we had to have it and, secondly, that 
we had to reverse the trend that has been developing over 
the last few years. 

All of you know as well as I do, that the United States 
does have at the present time a rough equivalency with 
the Soviet Union. But the situation is such that we cannot 
permit it to change adversely, and that’s why the budget 
of $112 billion in obligation authority and $101 billion in 
spending, I think, is absolutely mandatory. 

You four are experts, and we need your help in the 
months ahead in convincing others that that rough equiv- 
alency must be maintained, and the budget that I have 
submitted will do so. 

We have had, as all of you know, a trend that was going 
in the wrong direction vis-a-vis the build-up of the Soviet 
Union. We’re in good shape now, and a one year military 
budget of this magnitude will not be sufficient. 

This is an important budget this year, but I think we 
have to have continuing budgets of this magnitude with 
the necessary growth factor in the future. And I have told 
the Secretary of Defense that I am going to back him to 
the hilt in his presentation to the Congress and to the 
American people. 

We have come to a very critical point. Last year, I 
submitted a good defense budget. This one, I think, is a 
mandatory budget for fiscal year 1977. We put about 
$1,700 million more in for the strategic forces, for the B—1, 
the Trident, for the initial procurement for the B-1. 

We’ve got about $4,700 million in there for conven- 
tional force strengthening. We have about $1 billion more 
in for research and development. We have extra money 
in that’s absolutely necessary for the maintenance and op- 
eration of our Armiy, Navy, Air Force, and Marines. 

But all of this money must be, as we see it, approved 
in fiscal °77 in order to maintain that mandatory rough 
equivalency with any other super power. We have it to- 
day, and we’re going to keep it in the future in order to 
deter any aggression, to maintain the peace, and to pro- 
tect our national security. 

I know from my many contacts with all of you that you 
feel basically as I do. Our problem is to sell the Congress 
and to get the full support of the American people. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in the Oval Office at the 
White House where he was meeting with Senator John C. Stennis, 
chairman, and Senator Strom Thurmond, ranking Republican 
Member, Senate Armed Services Committee; and, Senator John 


L. McClellan, chairman, and Senator Milton R. Young, ranking 
Republican Member, Senate Appropriations Committee. 
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Department of the Air Force 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Albert C. Hall To Be Assistant Secretary for Research 
and Development. March 2, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Albert C. Hall, of Arnold, Md., to be an Assistant 
Secretary of the Air Force. His area of responsibility will 
be Research and Development. He will succeed Walter 
B. LaBerge, who is resigning. Mr. Hall has been an Assist- 
ant Secretary of Defense since November 1971. 


Born on June 27, 1914, in Port Arthur, Tex., Mr. Hail 
received his B.S. degree in 1936 from A & M College of 
Texas. He received his M.S. in 1938 and his Sc.D. degree 
in 1943 from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 


Mr. Hall became an associate professor in electrical en- 
gineering at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 
1938. From 1950 to 1958, he was technical director and 
general manager of the Research Laboratories Division of 
the Bendix Corp. He joined the Martin Marietta Corp., 
in 1958 as director of engineering for the Denver Division. 
He was named vice president of engineering for the Mar- 
tin Marietta Corp., in 1960 and became vice president 
and general manager for the Space Systems Division in 
1962. 

In 1963, Mr. Hall became Deputy Director for Space 
in the office of the Secretary of Defense. From 1966 to 
1971, he was vice president for engineering and research 
for the Martin Marietta Corp., until his appointment as 
Assistant Secretary of Defense. 

Mr. Hall is married to the former Barbara Johnson and 
has two children. 


Legal Services Corporation 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Roger A. Yurchuck To Be a Member of the Board of 
Directors. March 2, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Roger A. Yurchuck, of Columbus, Ohio, to be a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Legal Services 
Corporation for the remainder of the term expiring 
July 13, 1977. He will succeed William J. Janklow, who 
resigned effective November 24, 1975. Mr. Yurchuck 
has been a partner in the law firm of Vorys, Sater, 
Seymour and Pease since 1973. 

Born on June 9, 1938, in Amityville, N.Y., he received 
his B.A. degree from Northwestern University in 1959 
and was Phi Beta Kappa. He received his LL.B. in 1962 
from Harvard Law School. 


In 1962, Mr. Yurchuck joined the law firm of Vorys, 
Sater, Seymour and Pease as an associate and later became 
a partner. From 1971 to 1973, he was Vice President 
and General Counsel of the Federal Home Loan Mortgage 
Corporation. 

Mr. Yurchuck is married to the former Betty Lynn 
Irminger, and they have two children. 


Massachusetts and Vermont 
Primary Elections 


Statement by the White House Press Secretary 
Following the President’s Victories in the Two 
Primaries. March 2, 1976 


The President is pleased by the outcome in Massachu- 
setts and Vermont. He wants to thank the voters and 
those who worked in his campaign for their support. 
Today’s victories in Massachusetts and Vermont and last 
week’s victory in New Hampshire indicate the momentum 
is swinging in the President’s favor. The President looks 
forward to the Florida primary next week. 


Data Collection by the 
Federal Government 


Text of the President’s Letter to Heads of the 
Departments and Agencies. Dated March 1, 1976. 
Released March 3, 1976 


March 1, 1976 
Dear Sir: (Mr. Secretary) 

In recent months, I have publicly expressed concern 
about the number of government forms in existence and 
the heavy burden they place on individuals, employers, 
and State and local governments. I am charged with re- 
sponsibility for achieving the purposes of the Federal Re- 
ports Act (44 U.S.C. 3501-3512). The purposes of that 
Act are clear and simple: to allow necessary information 
to be obtained by the Federal Government with minimum 
burden on the public. 

American citizens are understandably exasperated by 
the complexity of reporting to the Federal Government. 
To put it bluntly: Regardless of how necessary a program 
administrator or agency head may believe reports to be, 
the American people believe that they are too many, too 
long, too frequent, and take too much time to fill out. We 
simply have to reduce the Federal Government’s reporting 
burden on the public. 
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To improve our overall performance, I direct you to 
assume personal responsibility for achieving the purposes 
of the Federal Reports Act, insofar as your agency is con- 
cerned. In the delegation of your authority, with respect 
to this responsibility, the line of delegation must be un- 
ambiguous and run directly to yourself. I regard this as a 
critical organizational step to assure continuing and effec- 
tive attention to controlling and reducing the heavy public 
impact from governmental data collection. 

I have directed the Director of the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget to develop and transmit to you imme- 
diately following this letter a series of criteria for your use 
in reducing the number, length, frequency, and time re- 
quired to complete reports to the Federal Government. 

I expect prompt results from this effort. Specifically, I 
expect the number of reports which collect information 
from the public to be reduced at least 10 percent by next 
June 30. Further, I expect you to undertake a continuing 
effort to reduce the burden of governmental reporting. 

These are important first steps toward developing a 
strong and permanent sense of responsibility in all depart- 
ments and agencies to protect the American people from 
unnecessary expenditure of time and money in order to 
satisfy our information requirements. 

Finally, I expect that the Executive Branch will coop- 
erate fully with the Commission on Federal Paperwork in 
its efforts to address these matters more broadly. 

I anticipate your wholehearted and effective compli- 
ance in securing these goals. 

Sincerely, 
GERALD R. Forp 


Disabled American Veterans Building 


The President’s Remarks at the Dedication of the 
National Service Headquarters. March 3, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Lyle, distinguished Members 
of the House and Senate, my former colleagues, my very 
good friends and also a former colleague, the Administra- 
tor of the Veterans Administration, better known as 
Roudy, Mr. Schulze, Reverend Elson, distinguished 
guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

I am extremely proud to be here with you today and 
to particularly participate in the dedication ceremonies 
of the National Service Headquarters of the DAV. It is a 
most impressive building in an excellent site, and I com- 
mend and congratulate the DAV for seeing this brick and 
mortar come to life with the activities that are going on 
here today and the activities that will be continuing for 
a good many years to come. 


In August of 1974 I had the privilege, as Vice Presi- 
dent, of addressing the 53d annual convention in New 
Orleans. At that time your national commander very 
graciously offered me an invitation. He said I would be 
welcome at any gathering of the Disabled American Vet- 
erans at any place. I can think of no time or place or 
occasion more appropriate for me to accept that invitation 
than here today. And I thank you, Mr. Commander, for 
inviting me to participate. 

The completion of this very, very impressive new Na- 
tional Service Headquarters is the proud climax of your 
fine history of accomplishment, a history that stretches 
back some 56 years. And I know how much it has meant 
to many of you to participate, and I can tell from the 
crowd here and the looks on the faces of those here that 
this is a historic moment in the life and the history of the 
DAV. 


As a veteran myself of World War II, I have long ad- 
mired and greatly respected the outstanding role that the 
DAV has played in our national life. The DAV, with over 
half a million dedicated members, has compiled a very 
enviable record of conscientious and, perhaps even more 
importantly, compassionate response to the very special 
needs of disabled veterans and their families. 

Your efforts have greatly increased the educational, 
medical, and employment opportunities available to dis- 
abled veterans. You have personally assisted—and I mean 
really assisted—hundreds and hundreds of thousands of 
individual veterans and their families in receiving the 
benefits that they have earned. 


Working with the Veterans Administration, you and 
the members of your auxiliary have promoted the re- 
habilitation, the welfare of literally hundreds and hun- 
dreds of thousands of hospitalized veterans and your 
unique partnership, which is not as well known as it 
should be, with the Boy Scouts of America makes it pos- 
sible for thousands of handicapped boys throughout our 
country to enjoy the benefits of scouting. 

Throughout all of these programs, I think this orga- 
nization has uniquely displayed a strong, healthy, and 
vibrant patriotism. You are rightfully proud, as I am, of 
the great country we all were called upon to defend, as we 
did. However, yours was the ultimate involvement. You 
gave your muscle, your blood, your courage, and your 
years. It was a priceless gift to America that America must 
never forget. And as President and as Commander in 
Chief and as a citizen, I salute each and every one of you. 

One of your very notable accomplishments, again not 
too well known, has been to serve and to involve in your 
work disabled veterans of the Vietnam conflict. It is my 
understanding that more than 80 percent of your 280 
National Service Officers stationed throughout the United 
States today are from the Vietnam conflict. I think this 
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clearly shows your success in meeting the new challenges 
confronting veterans and veterans organizations. 

We have exactly the same obligation to servicemen of 
that long and divisive war as to any others. They served 
their country well in wartime and it is only right that we 
serve them just as well in peacetime. 

By maintaining, by improving our Veterans Adminis- 
tration we can ensure that veterans will get the help that 
they so richly deserve. That is why even within the tight 
constraints of the Federal budget for fiscal year 1977 I 
have recommended a record amount of over $4 billion 
for VA medical care. 

Again, despite the fiscal constraints, I have requested 
funds for more than 9,000 new VA medical personnel, in 
the budget for fiscal years 1976 and 1977. These funds, 
this personnel, they are needed to implement the recom- 
mendations of the quality of care survey, and I am con- 
fident that the Congress will carry out the request. I think 
it is legitimate. I think it is needed and the net result will 
be better and better care for those who are unfortunately 
confined to our VA hospitals. And those budgets pro- 
vide—it is interesting to note—some $600 million for VA 
medical construction projects. 

Actually, we are providing more funding, more people, 
and better facilities to give eligible veterans the highest 
quality and the fastest possible care that this country 
can make available. 

In addition to what I have mentioned before, the new 
VA budget will provide $8 million in compensation and 
pension benefits to almost 5 million veterans’ families in 
fiscal year 1977. And every American citizen, I think, 
agrees with me—you deserve nothing less. And we will 
do all that we can to make certain that you receive 
nothing less. 

I believe the Veterans Administration has done a fine, 
fine job overall under the very difficult circumstances, 
under the leadership of my very good friend, Dick 
Roudebush, the VA has made tremendous strides in 
serving our veteran population. And we are going to make 
certain and positive that this progress continues with the 
help of organizations such as your own. 

From your new headquarters here you will be in a 
very good position to continue serving the interests of 
disabled veterans. This new building is a monument to 
the sacrifices made by those veterans and to the services 
you have rendered to them. But it is more than that. It is 
a living, vital, dynamic headquarters where you can and 
will continue those services. 

It is interesting to me that here is a building that has 
been designed with sensitivity to the needs of disabled 
veterans. Like your organization, it is 100 percent acces- 
sible to them, whatever their infirmity. We must continue 
to eliminate the cruel barriers that prevent disabled vet- 


erans and too many other disabled Americans from leading 
the rich life that everyone has the right to enjoy in uur 
very great country. 

As you know better than I, many of these barriers are 
physical. Your efforts and your government’s efforts to 
train and to rehabilitate the disabled are tragically under- 
mined if the disabled individual cannot enter and cannot 
use public buildings or places of business. I am well aware 
of the-sad fact that many things the rest of us take for 
granted—like a narrow doorway or a flight of stairs— 
can be like signs saying “Disabled Keep Out.” We must 
work to remove those signs, and we are, and we will. 

We are moving steadily toward making federally owned 
and federally leased buildings physically accessible to 
every American. A recent meeting held at the White 
House on the subject of architectural barriers explored this 
particular problem with architects, builders, engineers, 
and contractors. By removing physical barriers, we can 
also help to remove social barriers which all too frequently 
confront the disabled. 

And as we dedicate this building, let us dedicate our- 
selves to protecting the freedom for which veterans gave 
an important part of their lives. Let us also dedicate our- 
selves to understanding and to responding to the special 
needs of the disabled veterans. A free society owes an 
enduring debt to those who fought to keep it free. Let 
us match that sacrifice with our determination that all 
veterans shall indeed live a life that is secure, satisfying, 
and truly independent. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:37 p.m. 


Meeting With Delegation From 
Broward County, Florida 


The President’s Remarks to Broward County 
Minutemen and Their Wives in the Rose Garden. 
March 4, 1976 


Let me welcome all of you from Broward County here 
in the Rose Garden. I have had two wonderful trips down 
to Florida in the last month. I was in Broward County last 
Saturday. There was a little dew, but the skies opened up 
and the sun came out, and I can say that it was a very 
delightful, wonderful day. 

I had the good fortune to visit Fort Lauderdale, Deer- 
field Beach, Hillsboro Beach, and Coral Springs, along 
with some 10 other communities from West Palm south. I 
have to think about the geography down there, but it was 
a delightful Saturday and Sunday. 
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We are extremely happy to have you from Broward 
County up here to look at the White House, to visit the 
Capitol. I hope you will have an opportunity to see the 
Supreme Court. This gives all of you who are so interested 
in Bicentennial matters a wonderful exposure to what I 
think is the finest government that man has ever put to- 
gether, predicated on a Constitution that is unbelievable 
when you think that some 200 years ago 50 some individ- 
uals labored from May until September and gave to us 
this document that protects us individually, and has given 
this country an opportunity to move ahead so success- 
fully in the span of two centuries. 

There is a quote from former President Eisenhower that 
I think is extremely appropriate in the circumstances we 
face today. The quote from Ike is that “America is not 
good because it is great, hut America is great because it 
is good.” 

By any standards, over a span of some two centuries 
where we have gone from 13 poor, struggling colonies of 
about 3 million people to a nation of 50 States and 215 
million Americans, it is a history that has not been matched 
by any other country in the history of the world. 

We should be proud of it. Our forefathers have done a 
superb job. We have the responsibility now to do as well 
as they did for us. I am confident that the generations 
that we represent will do a great job for the generations 
that we see in these younger people. 

I am confident—with the tools we have, both in gov- 
ernment, the tools that we have in our free enterprise 
system, but more importantly, the people—that America 
can look to a greater and greater future in the generations 
ahead. 

I hope you enjoy your trip, not only here in Washing- 
ton, but likewise have an opportunity to visit Philadelphia, 
Valley Forge, and other very, very historic sites and places 
in America’s tremendous history. 

I do want to congratulate the Broward County Minute- 
men and their spouses and all of their wonderful children. 
It is good to see you all. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:43 a.m. in the Rose Garden at 
the White House. 


Medal of Honor 


The President’s Remarks Upon Presenting the Awards 
in a White House Ceremony. March 4, 1976 


Medal of Honor recipients and their families, distinguished 
Members of the Congress, Secretary Rumsfeld, Secretary 
Middendorf, Secretary Reed, members of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, ladies and gentlemen: 

We are gathered here today to honor four Americans 
for exceptional military gallantry in the service of our 


Nation. All four of these men distinguished themselves 
above and beyond the call of duty. I deeply regret that 
one of the awards, to the late Captain Lance P. Sijan, of 
the United States Air Force, is posthumous. The other 
three, Rear Admiral James P. Stockdale, United States 
Navy; Colonel George E. Day, United States Air Force; 
and Lieutenant Thomas R. Norris, United States Naval 
Reserve, are here with us today. 

We confer our highest decoration upon them for their 
inspiring and heroic conduct. We do this in realization of 
the simple truth that they have helped to preserve Amer- 
ica’s future peace by demonstrating, through their cour- 
age, the dedication of those entrusted with our defense. 
Their bravery places them in the ranks of the finest of 
American heroes, from the present back to the year 1775, 
when we were forced as a nation to first take up arms to 
defend our liberty. 

These four men served in Vietnam. The war in Vietnam 
is now over. But as we today confer the Medal of Honor 
on heroes who distinguished themselves in Vietnam, we 
have not forgotten others whose fate still remains un- 
known. We will continue on humanitarian grounds to 
press for a full accounting for those men, to resolve ques- 
tions that keep many American families living in endless 
anxiety and agony. 

The United States today honors four men of uncom- 
mon courage with the Medal of Honor, but we can and 
we must also honor these men by living up to their 
example of patriotism. We can do this by fulfillment of 
our own duty as a nation, the highest trust that we bear, 
the preservation of the safety and the security of the 
United States in a very dangerous world. 

As we celebrate our Bicentennial Year, we take satis- 
faction in our power to preserve peace through strength. 
We are today the strongest nation in the world. As your 
President, I intend to maintain our total deterrent power. 
While we will do everything in our power to reduce the 
danger of war by diplomatic means, our policy for 
America’s security can best be summarized in three simple 
words of the English language—peace through strength. 

I am gratified, as all of you are, that the United States 
is today at peace. No Americans are in battle anywhere. 
We have strengthened our vital alliances that preserve 
peace and stability throughout the world. By maintaining 
unquestioned strength and resolve we can command 
respect and preserve the peace. 

We cannot win against the enemies of freedom, big 
or small, without the kind of vigilance and valor sym- 
bolized by the Medal of Honor, the highest of all this 
Nation’s decorations. We will win by patient and persist- 
ent pursuit of defenses second to none in a world that 
knows that America says what it means and means what 
it says. By so doing, we will pay America’s debt to the 
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men that we honor today and the many, many others who 
served with such courage. A grateful Nation thanks its 
defenders for their resolve in keeping the United States 
of America the world’s best hope of peace with freedom. 

On behalf of the American people, i salute the 

cherished memory of Captain Sijan and the living 
example of Admiral Stockdale, Colonel Day, and Lieu- 
tenant Norris. You served your Nation well and have 
given all of us a clearer vision of a better world. 
[At this point, Secretary of the Air Force Thomas C. Reed and 
Secretary of the Navy J. William Middendorf II read the citations 
for winners from their respective services. The texts of the citations 
follow:] 

The President of the United States of America, author- 
ized by Act of Congress, March 3, 1863, has awarded in 
the name of The Congress, the Mepat or Honor post- 
humously to 


Captain Lance P. SIJAN 
Unitrep States Air Force 


for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty: 

While on a flight over North Vietnam on 9 November 
1967, Captain Sijan ejected from his disabled aircraft and 
successfully evaded capture for more than six weeks. Dur- 
ing this time, he was seriously injured and suffered from 
shock and extreme weight loss due to lack of food. After 
being captured by North Vietnamese soldiers, Captain 
Sijan was taken to a holding point for subsequent transfer 
to a Prisoner of War camp. In his emaciated and crippled 
condition, he overpowered one of his guards and crawled 
into the jungle, only to be recaptured after several hours. 
He was then transferred to another prison camp where he 
was kept in solitary confinement and interrogated at 
length. During interrogation, he was severely tortured; 
however, he did not divulge any information to his captors. 
Captain Sijan lapsed into delirium and was placed in the 
care of another prisoner. During his intermittent periods 
of consciousness until his death, he never complained of 
his physical condition and, on several occasions, spoke of 
future escape attempts. Captain Sijan’s extraordinary 
heroism and intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty 
at the cost of his life are in keeping with the highest tradi- 
tions of the United States Air Force and reflect great credit 
upon himself and the Armed Forces of the United States. 

GERALD R. Forp 





The President of the United States in the name of The 
Congress takes pleasure in presenting the MEDAL oF 
Honor to 


Rear ApMIRAL JAMES B. STOCKDALE 
Unrrep States Navy 


for service as set forth in the following 
CITATION: 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of 
his life above and beyond the call of duty on 4 September 
1969 while senior naval officer in the Prisoner of War 
camps of North Vietnam. Recognized by his captors as 
the leader in the Prisoners’ of War resistance to interro- 
gation and in their refusal to participate in propaganda 
exploitation, Rear Admiral (then Captain) Stockdale was 
singled out for interrogation and attendant torture after 
he was detected in a covert communications attempt. 
Sensing the start of another purge, and aware that his 
earlier efforts at self-disfiguration to dissuade his captors 
from exploiting him for propaganda purposes had resulted 
in cruel and agonizing punishment, Rear Admiral Stock- 
dale resolved to make himself a symbol of resistance re- 
gardless of personal sacrifice. He deliberately inflicted a 
near-mortal wound to his person in order to convince his 
captors of his willingness to give up his life rather than 
capitulate. He was subsequently discovered and revived 
by the North Vietnamese who, convinced of his indomi- 
table spirit, abated in their employment of excessive ha- 
rassment and torture toward all of the Prisoners of War. 
By his heroic action, at great peril to himself, he earned 
the everlasting gratitude of his fellow prisoners and of his 
country. Rear Admiral Stockdale’s valiant leadership and 
extraordinary courage in a hostile environment sustain 
and enhance the finest traditions of the United States 
Naval Service. 

GERALD R. Forp 





The President of the United States of America, author- 
ized by Act of Congress, March 3, 1863, has awarded in 
the name of The Congress, the MepAL or Honor to 


CoLoneL Georce E. Day 
UNITED STATES AiR Force 


for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty: 
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On 26 August 1967, Colonel (then Major) Day was 
forced to eject from his aircraft over North Vietnam when 
it was hit by ground fire. His right arm was broken in 
three places, and his left knee was badly sprained. He was 
immediately captured by hostile forces and taken to a 
prison camp where he was interrogated and severely tor- 
tured. After causing the guards to relax their vigilance, 
Colonel Day escaped into the jungle and began the trek 
toward South Vietnam. Despite injuries inflicted by 
fragments of a bomb or rocket, he continued southward 
surviving only on a few berries and uncooked frogs. He 
successfully evaded enemy patrols and reached the Ben 
Hai River, where he encountered United States artillery 
barrages. With the aid of a bamboo log float, Colonel 
Day swam across the river and entered the demilitarized 
zone. Due to delirium, he lost his sense of direction and 
wandered aimlessly for several days. After several unsuc- 
cessful attempts to signal United States aircraft, he was 
ambushed and recaptured by the Viet Cong, sustaining 
gunshot wounds to his left hand and thigh. He was re- 
turned to the prison from which he had escaped and later 
was moved to Hanoi after giving his captors false infor- 
mation to questions put before him. Physically, Colonel 
Day was totally debilitated and unable to perform even 
the simplest task for himself. Despite his many injuries, he 
continued to offer maximum resistance. His personal 
bravery in the face of deadly enemy pressure was signifi- 
cant in saving the lives of fellow aviators who were still 
flying against the enemy. Colonel Day’s conspicuous gal- 
lantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty are in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the United States Air Force and reflect great 
credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of the United 
States. 

GerRALp R. Forp 





The President of the United States in the name of The 
Congress takes pleasure in presenting the MEDAL OF 
Honor to 


LIEUTENANT THOMAS R. Norris 

Unirep States NAvAL RESERVE 
for service as set forth in the following 
CrraTIon: 


For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at 
the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while 


serving as a SEAL Advisor with the Strategic Technical 
Directorate Assistance Team, Headquarters, U.S. Mili- 
tary Assistance Command, Vietnam. During the period 
10 to 13 April 1972, Lieutenant Norris completed an un- 
precedented ground rescue of two downed pilots deep 
within heavily controlled enemy territory in Quang Tri 
Province. Lieutenant Norris, on the night of 10 April, led 
a five-man patrol through 2,000 meters of heavily con- 
trolled enemy territory, located one of the downed pilots 
at daybreak, and returned to the Forward Operating 
Base (FOB). On 11 April, after a devastating mortar and 
rocket attack on the small FOB, Lieutenant Norris led a 
three-man team on two unsuccessful rescue attempts for 
the second pilot. On the afternoon of the 12th, a Forward 
Air Controller located the pilot and notified Lieutenant 
Norris. Dressed in fishermen disguises and using a sam- 
pan, Lieutenant Norris and one Vietnamese traveled 
throughout that night and found the injured pilot at 
dawn. Covering the pilot with bamboo and vegetation, 
they began the return journey, successfully evading a 
North Vietnamese patrol. Approaching the FOB, they 
came under heavy machine gun fire. Lieutenant Norris 
called in an air strike which provided suppression fire and 
a smoke screen, allowing the rescue party to reach the 
FOB. By his outstanding display of decisive leadership, 
undaunted courage, and selfless dedication in the face of 
extreme danger, Lieutenant Norris enhanced the finest 
traditions of the United States Naval Service. 
GeraLp R. Forp 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. 

The texts of the citations were made available by the White House 


Press Office. They were not issued as part of the White House press 
release. 


National Energy Outlook Report 


Remarks of the President and Federal Energy 
Administrator Frank G. Zarb at a Meeting To 
Review the FEA Report. March 4, 1976 


Tue Preswent. Mr. Vice President, members of the 
Cabinet, and Frank Zarb and your staff from the FEA: 

In 1974—November—the Project Independence re- 
port was submitted to me. It was a sizeable document with 
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a good many recommendations to make this country, by 
1985, independent of outside forces as far as energy was 
concerned. 

In the interval, the Energy Resources Council, under 
Secretary Morton with Frank Zarb as the Executive Di- 
rector, undertook the various administrative as well as 
legislative recommendations to make us energy independ- 
ent by 1985. We have made some progress. We haven’t 
made as much as we would like. The Congress passed one 
piece of legislation that went part way. It should have 
gone further, but at least it was a start. 

I am pleased to announce that the House and Senate 
conferees, after better than a year of consideration, have 
approved, at least in conference, the Elk Hills Naval 
Petroleum Reserve legislation which will bring about 
some 300,000 barrels per day in domestic production. 
This is a step forward, and I congratulate the Congress 
for acting on it. 

We now have the Energy Resources Council with the 
new Secretary of Commerce, Elliot Richardson, as the 
Chairman and the responsibilities of Frank Zarb still 
to handle the administrative as well as legislative 
responsibilities. 

I think we’re about to move forward—I hope with the 
cooperation of the Congress. But this volume here, which 
Frank is about to discuss in at least a synopsis, will be the 
national energy outlook in 1976, roughly 18 months after 
the Project Independence report was submitted to me. 

I do want to congratulate the members of the Council. 
I do want to thank the staff of the FEA and the other 
agencies involved. The job is part way done. We’ve got 
a lot to do, but I am convinced that we can move ahead 
and do the job that must be done to make the United 
States energy independent by 1985. 

Frank, do you want to proceed? 

Mr. ZarB. Mr. President, the book that you just referred 
to is the product of a lot of work over this past year. And 
as a result of your instructions to us of just about a year 
ago, after your energy program went to the Congress, 
we not only monitored the legislation to make sure that 
we gave every effort to its implementation, but that we 
continue to keep pace with the changing energy world 
around us so that the policy can be modified and we can 
have a scorecard as to how well this Nation is doing 
against your goals for self-sufficiency by 1985. 

If there is one simple conclusion—and it’s a compli- 
cated book-—but if there is one simple conclusion that sums 
up the material that is between those two covers, it’s 
this: We, as a nation, have the capability to become 
self-sufficient by 1985 and, thereafter, do even better than 
that. Whether or not we do it is dependent upon our will 
to get the job done and the resources we place behind it. 
There are no unnatural obstacles, or there are no natural 
difficulties such as the absence of resources that could 
prevent us from accomplishing that task. 
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We said that a year ago in the message to the Congress; 
we've said it again more recently. And this study docu- 
ments that once again, if we fulfill the program that 
we've been studying and working on for the last year, 
we can be energy self-sufficient. 

We prepared some charts, Mr. President, that sum- 
marize some of the major conclusions. There is lots of 
other material in the book. But the question is, where are 


_ we going with respect to consumption in the years ahead? 


And I think those lines tell the story. 


Our current forecast shows substantially lower con- 
sumption patterns primarily because of high prices. The 
industrial sector has increased its conservation consid- 
erably. We expect that with a recovering economy and 
a growing economy we will continue to increase our rate 
of growth, but rather than at a rate of 3.6 percent, it will 
be down at least to 2.8 percent. 


And if we do some of the things which have been pro- 
posed in the conservation sector, we can improve that 
even further. I’ll get to those measures in a minute. The 
important part of this chart, I think, is to point out that 
while there is considerable room for improvement in con- 
servation—and it will occur—the household and com- 
mercial sectors and transportation are the areas where 
we can have the most profound improvement. 


Industry having already moved in that direction is well 
ahead of the other sectors of our economy. We are 
assuming here no more than the decontrol provisions that 
you’ve proposed—the 40-month decontrol of oil and the 
immediate deregulation of new natural gas and ultimate 
deregulation of old natural gas—and that’s the only 
assumption, along with the continuation of existing world 
prices, increased only to the extent of inflation between 
now and 1990. 


The question of conservation is always raised, and 
everybody is in favor of conservation. It’s important to, I 
think, first find an understanding of what conservation 
can really achieve. It cannot provide zero growth in energy 
consumption in the next 10 years or 15 years. In any 
nation whose economy is growing and vital, conservation 
alone is not going to provide zero growth. And there have 
been those around the country that have proposed that. 
There is no way, in our determination, that that can 
occur. 

The savings due to price, once again, are calculated 
based upon the deregulation measures that we already 
have proposed and the savings due to conservation 
measures that you have submitted to the Congress, such 
as building standards, investment tax credit for home- 
owners, the winterization program, which have all passed 
one House of Congress and still need to pass a second 
House. But the important point here is that if the Congress 
passes these other measures plus a few others, we can 
improve that 2.8 percent growth to 2.2 percent growth 
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and achieve that much further conservation. But we’re 
not going to bring it down to zero growth, therefore 
precluding the need for additional resources. And those 
that make that argument normally say if we conserve, we 
don’t have to develop new resources. 

The areas from which we will depend to achieve the 
new energy demands in the future, even assuming con- 
servation at its best rate, demonstrate that gas, if deregu- 
lated, can be kept at the 1974 levels rather than the serious 
decline. We'll get more into gas in a little bit, but with 
deregulation of natural gas, we can keep the 1985 produc- 
tion level equal to that of 1974. 

Oil, including the North Slope of Alaska and a very 
big category of enhanced recovery here on the mainland— 
that is going to be absolutely essential if we are going to 
increase our natural oil source. 

Coal needs to double to an excess of a billion tons a 
year by 1985, as compared to the current 600 million tons 
a year. We'll get into that detail in a little bit. 

Nuclear power must increase from the 9 percent of 
total electricity to some 26 percent of total electricity. In 
hydroelectric, we remain about constant inasmuch as 
we've used up most of the available sites around the coun- 
try for hydropower. 

The question is asked, what will we be importing? And 
the answer is, it depends upon what we do with what we 
have. If we simply move in the direction of decontrol as 
we've proposed, and world oil prices stay at current levels 
adjusted for inflation, we will move to 6 million barrels 
a day on a much bigger base by 1985 as compared to 14 
million barrels a day. If, for example, the Congress pre- 
vents us from completing decontrol of oil within the next 
39 months, if they don’t go along with the deregulation of 
natural gas and don’t permit other decontrol provisions 
that we were—the authority we were given to do within 
the last act, if the Congress stands ready to block some 
of those or has the authority to, if they do, we can wind up 
importing 14 million barrels a day as compared to the 
decontrol level. 

Now, we can accelerate that something more with ac- 
celerated OCS beyond the category, the rate that Secre- 
tary Kleppe has already announced. If he finds that 
reserves are better than currently anticipated, if we are 
allowed to explore Naval Petroleum Reserve No. 4 and 
actually produce it—and that, you know, hasn’t been de- 
cided in this bill—if we get your building standards meas- 
ures and your investment tax credit for homeowners and 
that series, and that we get started with synthetic fuels, the 
recent fuel program and the energy independence author- 
ity, then we can actually be down to one million barrels 
a day or slightly above that by 1985. 

That will take a lot of strain, but it’s within our reach 
as a nation if we are prepared to make the sacrifices to 
get the job done. 


Where will the new oil come from? The important cal- 
culation here—although Alaska is not a surprise to any- 
one; it’s clear that we have to complete the pipeline and 
continue production. Secretary Kleppe has a good, solid 
plan for the production of Alaskan oil on-shore and on the 
Outer Continental Shelf. The OCS provision there an- 
ticipates that Secretary Kleppe will be able to meet his 
schedule as announced, and that his calculations of exist- 
ing reserves are accurate. If they are richer than that, then 
we'll improve that situation ; if they are poorer, we will not. 

The green box is really important, because that sug- 
gests that we need to do some things to improve on-shore 
development of oil, and that means that we have to do 
everything possible to induce enhanced recovery. 

Now, the bill passed by the Congress provides us with 
the authority to do that. However, they have the right to 
prevent it with a Congressional veto. If they don’t, and we 
provide the necessary inducements for on-shore recovery, 
we'll actually make up the depleting old field. And you 
can see what happens to the old on-shore that has been 
depleting for some time, where it is in 1985. It simply dries 
up, and if we don’t do something to rejuvenate the sys- 
tem, why, we’re in trouble. 

Now, Naval Petroleum Reserve since that chart was 
drawn has been passed, and that’s part of that on-shore 
development green box. 

Tue Present. Frank, that’s only the conference re- 
port. We do expect it, and I would think it certainly would 
get down to the White House sometime the latter part 
of this week, or surely the first of next week. 

Mr. Zars. That’s worth in excess of 1 million barrels 
a day by 1985, and it’s worth 300,000 barrels a day within 
the next 18 months. That’s a rather important provision. 

The question of natural gas, because of the current 
legislative battle, is a rather popular issue. I think this 
fairly well demonstrates what will happen. If regulations 
are continued, the production of natural gas domestically 
just drops like a rock. And you can see what happens to it. 

Under deregulation—without the accelerated scenario 
which provides for the additional gas pipeline that you 
proposed to the Congress last week, and some other meas- 
ures, we could take to even possibly improve the situa- 
tion—deregulation will bring us back to about where we 
were in 1974. 

But the point is, with absent deregulation that line 
demonstrates what will happen to that product. And it 
will all be made up in imported oil. And that is, of course, 
a very expensive way to get the job done. 

We talked earlier about coal and that we needed to 
double our coal production over the next 10 years. And 
the question is, where is it going to come from? Our best 
analysis demonstrates that the West will increase sub- 
stantially. 
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For the most part, the way that coal is produced is 
surface mining. The recent trends of less deep mining 
will change—and low sulfur coal from deep mines is 
getting to be an economic necessity if we’re going to use 
coal—will increase so that we see surface mining in the 
East—and many are unstable—and deep mining increas- 
ing and surface mining in the West increasing. 

I point out before you take that down, that if we are 
going to provide for electric growth in this country, we 
only can provide for it if we do it responsibly with coal, 
and that’s what this is all about—and nuclear power— 
and we’ve talked about that earlier. 

But if we don’t have this coal produced and delivered 
to those markets, then we’re going to have to produce 
new electricity with either nuclear power or oil, and 
neither nuclear power nor coal can be eliminated from 
this program without making up for it with foreign oil. 

We can’t make up for nuclear power with more coal 
production in the next 10 years. We have to have both 
at a maximum capacity. They are not very easy ques- 
tions, but as I said earlier, the solutions are within our 
grasp. 

Bob Seamans is continually asked the question, “Why 
don’t we have a man on the moon program in energy and 
get it all done and over with?” I’ve heard him answer 
that question so many times I'll answer it as he would. 

If we use reasonable judgment and maximum funding 
in all of the major areas such as synthetics and as geother- 
mal and solar, we will only be up to about a little over— 
that’s the equivalent of one million barrels a day by 1990. 

Now that might be improved some with some break- 
throughs, but I think that’s a reasonable judgment. And 
even if we were to just bury that problem in money with- 
out any regard for sensible economics, the maximum that 
we could produce is something close to 3 million barrels 
a day. 

The answer here is that we’re not going to, with space 
age tactics, solve our energy problem between now and 
1990. Thereafter, it’s going to be awfully important, and 
if the Congress approves your Energy Independence 
Authority, your synthetic fuels bill, then these technologies 
will move along and move along very nicely. If they 
don’t, we won’t even achieve that much of a result during 
that time period. 

How are we going to do it with money? It’s going to 
cost some $600 billion to do it in the production side 
alone. We anticipate an additional $200 billion that’s not 
shown on that chart for conservation technology. But 
that is so intertwined in the rest of our economy that it 
is hard to show separately. But the point is that we are 
going to need the investment dollars primarily in the elec- 
tric sector, but also in the oil and gas sector. 

Electric utilities are going to have to have the where- 
withal to make substantial commitments to energy in the 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 


future. Now, while $600 billion seems like a lot of money, 
it’s no more in terms of the percent of total capital in- 
vestment that the private sector has made in the energy 
area than has occurred over the last 10 or 20 years. So 
that, if we provide the right inducements, if deregulation 
provisions are allowed to occur, if the regulations at the 
State level are taking into consideration the needs of 
the future in their ratemaking, then there is going to be 
sufficient capital investment in this sector to get the job 
done. 

Six hundred billion dollars is not an unreal number. 
On the other hand, it’s an essential number if we’re going 
to get this job done. I will just end on this last point. It 
has been proposed that if we don’t increase our electricity 
capacity by either nuclear or coal and make this kind of 
investment to do it, that we can quite easily make up for 
it with imported oil. 

Now, the cost of that in terms of paying for imported 
oil is fairly high. But the other point I would make is that 
when you look at that electric capacity need, in the event 
of an embargo—during those years if we travel that 
road—we will turn off the lights in some parts of the 
country. 

We didn’t have to face that the last time around, but 
as our needs expand, if we don’t satisfy those needs with 
domestic sources, another embargo could be really 
catastrophic. 

Mr. President, that’s the overall summary. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:05 p.m. in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House where he met with members of the Energy Re- 


sources Council and received the report of the Federal Energy 
Administration entitled “National Energy Outlook Report.” 


Department of Defense 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 


Eugene V. McAuliffe To Be Assistant Secretary for 
International Security Affairs. March 4, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Eugene V. McAuliffe, of Jamaica Plain, Mass., to 
be Assistant Secretary of Defense. His area of responsi- 
bility will be International Security Affairs. He will suc- 
ceed Robert Ellsworth, who became Under Secretary of 
Defense on December 22, 1975. Mr. McAuliffe has been 
Ambassador to Hungary since March 1975. 

Ambassador McAuliffe was born on November 25, 
1918, in Boston, Mass. He received his A.B. degree from 
Boston College in 1940. He attended the National War 
College from 1962 to 1963. He served with the United 
States Army from 1942 to 1947. 
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In 1948, Ambassador McAuliffe entered the Foreign 
Service and was assigned as Consular and Political Officer 
in Berlin. He became Executive Assistant in 1954 and 
later Chief of Reports and Operations Staff of the Execu- 


tive Secretariat for the Department of State. From 1958 


to 1962, he was assigned as Political Officer in Mexico 
City. 

During the period from 1963 to 1966, Ambassador Mc- 
Auliffe served as Director of the Office of Public Services 
and then Executive Secretary of the Policy Planning Staff 
for the Department of State. He was Director of Atlantic 
Political and Military Affairs for the Department of State 
from 1966 to 1968. He served as Deputy Chief of Mission 
with the personal rank of Minister in Madrid, Spain, until 
1970. From 1970 to 1972, he was a Political Officer, Su- 
preme Headquarters, Allied Powers in Europe. He was 
Deputy Chief of Mission of the United States, North At- 
lantic Treaty Organization, in Brussels, beginning in 1972 
until his appointment as Ambassador to Hungary. 

Mr. McAuliffe is married to the former Winifred Gal- 
livan, and they have eight children. 


Department of Defense 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
William Keith Brehm To Be Assistant Secretary for 
Legislative Affairs. March 4, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate William Keith Brehm, of Dearborn, Mich., to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Defense. His area of responsibility 
will be Legislative Affairs. He will succeed John Maury, 
who resigned effective February 28, 1976. Mr. Brehm has 
heen Assistant Secretary of Defense for Manpower and 
Reserve Affairs since August 6, 1973. 

Born on March 29, 1929, in Dearborn, Mich., Mr. 
Brehm received his B.S. degree in 1950 and his M.S. in 
1952 in mathematics from the University of Michigan. 
From 1952 to 1964, he worked in the aerospace industry 
in the area of advanced systems development corporate 
planning. 

In 1964, Mr. Brehm became Deputy Assistant Secre- 
tary of Defense for Land Forces Programs in the Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Systems Analysis. From April 
1968 to December 1970, he was Assistant Secretary of the 
Army for Manpower and Reserve Affairs. He was vice 
president for corporate development of Dart Industries 
beginning in 1971, prior to his appointment as Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Manpower and Reserve Affairs. 

Mr. Brehm is married to the former Delores Soderquist, 
and they have two children. They reside in Arlington, Va. 


Reception Honoring Representative 
Al Cederberg 


The President’s Remarks at a Birthday Celebration. 
March 4, 1976 


Al and Peg, first let me say that Betty is very, very 
sorry she couldn’t join us tonight. She really looked 
forward to it. She worked so hard helping me get my 
polls up to her polls in Florida last week that she is 
taking it a little easy this week. But she wanted me to 
express to both of you, as I am going to express—Betty 
and Jerry Ford not only like Al Cederberg, we love him. 

Last year on my birthday Al and Peg were over with 
some others to celebrate and Al and Peg brought a very 
unique lamp—one where you could turn it on and off by 
just touching the flowers that were around the lamp. Well 
it was a great gift and we really, really enjoy it, but they 
didn’t know that it blew out the fuses in the White House. 
[Laughter] Now, Al, I am not going to give you anything 
on your birthday that would bring about such a disaster 
as that. [Laughter] 

I don’t have to sell all of you on Al Cederberg. I am 
deeply indebted to him—he got me started in all this 
trouble back on January 3, 1965, when he made an 
impassioned plea on the floor of the House that permitted 
me to win by a landslide margin of 73 to 67. [Laughter] 

But Al has been one of my dearest and closest friends 
for a long, long time. And I can never repay you, Al, for 
all the many things that you did for me as minority 
leader and the things that you have done while I am 
President. 

I just want to thank you from the bottom of my heart 
because I mean it, I fee! it, and you just express to me, 
in the day-to-day actions that you take, the finest in public 
service. 

I congratulate you and thank you, and you are darn 
lucky to have Peggy as a wife. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 7:15 p.m. at the Sheraton Carlton 
Hotel. 


National Federation of Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs 


The President’s Remarks at a Reception for Members 
Attending the Biannual Legislative Conference. 
March 4, 1976 


Let me thank Mrs. Hays, Mrs. Culbreth, Mrs. Shriver, 
and all of you for letting me come here without Betty. 
[Laughter] She did ask that I extend her apologies for not 
coming. She spent 6 days down in Florida last week trying 
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to get my polls as high as hers. [Laughter] And she is going 
out to Arizona and California next week, and she just 
asked me to hope that you would understand that she 
couldn’t come so she sent a substitute on her behalf. 
[Laughter] 

I do want to thank all of you for the wonderful expe- 
riences I have had going back to the days when Hazel 
Myers and the local chapter of the Business and Profes- 
sional Women used to invite me to their meetings at least 
once a year. And I am delighted to see some of the people 
that we have in the White House and the Administration 
who are interested in and have been active in your orga- 
nization—Virginia Allan, who, as you know, is the Deputy 
Assistant Secretary over at State for Women’s Affairs and 
is doing a great job with the International Women’s Year 
program, and Karen Keesling, who, of course, handles 
women’s programs in the White House for me. 

Betty did ask me to say to all of you that she will be out 
there in the front line, as she has been, with all of you on 
behalf of ERA. She has never been very subtle, and I don’t 
think she will be subtle in the future. [Laughter] But if I 
could add a postscript to that. I know those of you who 
were active in the effort a few years ago know from 
Martha Griffiths, one of my former colleagues in the 
House of Representatives, who, without any asking by 
me, went over and testified before the Senate Committee 
on Rules on my behalf when I was nominated for Vice 
President, and Martha tells a story, and I will repeat it 
because it is from her. 

In the days when we needed about 17 more individuals 
in the House to sign the discharge petition, Martha came 
over to our side of the aisle and asked if I could round up 
a few more signatures. Within a relatively short period of 
time we got those 17 and the petition came to the floor 
of the House and it was approved in the House and, sub- 
sequently, in the Senate. And now you need, what, four 
more States. So I wish you the very best in this effort. 

I know that you have had a great gathering here. I am 
honored to be invited and very, very pleased to have a 
chance to say a few words. The organization I have known 
for a long time, and I know the quality of people that are 
in your organization, whether it is in Grand Rapids or any 
other community throughout our country. I compliment 
you for the quality of the people and the kind of efforts 
and programs that you espouse and support. They are all 
good for America. And I thank you very, very much for 
the chance to be here tonight and to say hello. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 7:30 p.m. at the Sheraton Park Hotel. 


Special Assistant to the President 


Announcement of Appointment of Robert Orben. 
March 5, 1976 


The President today announced the appointment of 
Robert Orben, of the District of Columbia, as Special 
Assistant to the President. He will work under Counsellor 
Robert T. Hartmann. 

Born on March 4, 1927, in New York, N.Y., Mr. 
Orben has been a professional writer for the last 30 years. 
He has been active in magazine and book publishing and 
has also written speeches for many leading business and 
political figures, in addition to being a platform lecturer. 
He was a television writer in New York for almost 10 years 
and is the author of 43 books. 

Mr. Orben is married to the former Jean Connolly, 
and their home is in Washington, D.C. 

NOTE: At his news conference at the White House on February 4, 


1976, Press Secretary Nessen announced the President’s intention 
to appoint Mr. Orben as his Special Assistant. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 

February 28 

In the morning, the President left the White House for 
a trip to Florida. Later that evening, the President 
informally greeted a group of President Ford Committee 
workers following his arrival at the Sarasota/Bradenton 
Airport, Sarasota, Fla. 

The President transmitted to the House of Representa- 
tives the 1976 report on National Growth and Develop- 
ment, pursuant to the Housing and Urban Development 
Act of 1970. He transmitted the report to the Senate on 
March 2. 


February 29 


The President greeted the residents of the Sarasota 
Welfare Home during his visit to Florida. He returned 
to the White House early in the evening. 


March 1 


The President announced his intention to nominate two 
persons to be United States District Judges for the South- 
ern District of New York. They are: Charles S. Haight, 
Jr., of New York, N.Y., and Gerard L. Goettel, of Rye, 
N.Y. 
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March 2 

The White House announced that at the invitation of 
President Ford, King Juan Carlos and Queen Sophia of 
Spain will pay a state visit to the United States on June 2 
and 3. 

The President discussed the fiscal year 1977 defense 
budget in a meeting at the White House with Members 
of Congress representing the House Appropriations and 
Armed Services Committees. Attending the meeting were 
Representative George H. Mahon, Representative Elford 
A. Cederberg, Representative Bob Wilson, and Repre- 
sentative Jack Edwards. 

The White House announced that the President has 
accepted the resignation of John M. Maury as an Assist- 
ant Secretary of Defense, effective February 28, 1976. 

The President transmitted to the Senate the 1976 re- 
port on National Growth and Development, pursuant to 
the Housing and Urban Development Act of 1970. He 
transmitted the report to the House of Representatives on 
February 28. 


March 3 
The President met at the White House with the Re- 
publican Congressional leaders to discuss the outlook for 


the Federal Election Commission and foreign assistance 
legislation. 

The President hosted a reception for a group of White 
House and President Ford Committee staff members in 
the State Dining Room at the White House where they 
discussed campaign issues. 

The President attended a birthday reception honoring 
Senator John L. McClellan in the Caucus Room at the 
Russell Senate Office Building. 


March 4 

Representative Jack Brooks, chairman, and Represent- 
ative Frank Horton, ranking Republican member of the 
House Government Operations Committee, met with the 
President at the White House to discuss revenue sharing 
legislation. 

The President transmitted to the Congress the first an- 
nual report on Title VI of the Housing and Community 
Development Act of 1974. 


March 5 


The President transmitted to the Congress the first an- 
nual report on mobile home standards, pursuant to the 
National Mobile Home Construction and Safety Stand- 
ards Act of 1974. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed Serv- 
ices, nominations to the Service Academies, 
or nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted March 1, 1976 


FREDERICK IRVING, of Rhode Island, a Foreign 
Service officer of Class one, to be an Assist- 
ant Secretary of State for Oceans and In- 
ternational Environmental and Scientific 
Affairs. 

WiLL1aM L. FISHER, of Texas, to be an As- 
sistant Secretary of the Interior, vice Jack 
W. Carlson, resigned. 

FRANCIS HUGHES, of South Carolina, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of the Air Force, vice 
William W. Woodruff, resigned. 

PuILip ALLISON HocueE, of Virginia, to be a 
member of the National Transportation 
Safety Board for the remainder of the term 
expiring December 31, 1978, vice Louis M. 
Thayer. 


Submitted March 2, 1976 


GERARD L. GOETTEL, of New York, to be United 
States District Judge for the Southern Dis- 
trict of New York, vice Arnold Bauman, 
resigned. 

CuHaRLEs S. Hatcut, Jr., of New York, to be 
United States District Judge for the South- 
ern District of New York, vice Murray I. 
Gurfein, elevated. 

Louis P.’ Terrazas, of Texas, to be a member 
of the’ Board of Directors of the Corpora- 
tion for Public Broadcasting for the re- 
mainder of the term expiring March 26, 
1978, ‘vice Neal Blackwell Freeman, re- 
signed. 


Submitted March 3, 1976 


ALBERT C. HALL, of Maryland, to be an Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Air Force, vice Walter 
B. LaBerge, resigned. 

Rocer A. Yurcuvuck, of Ohio, to be a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Legal Serv- 
ices Corporation for the remainder of the 
term expiring July 13, 1977, vice William 
J. Janklow, resigned. 


Submitted March 4, 1976 


EUGENE V. McAuLirre, of Massachusetts, to 
be an Assistant Secretary of Defense, vice 
Robert Ellsworth, elevated. 

WILLIAM K. BrREHM, Of Michigan, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Defense, vice John 
M. Maury, resigned. 
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CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed dur- 
ing the period covered by this issue, are not 
included in the issue. 


Released February 28, 1976 


Advance text: remarks at a naturalization 
ceremony for new American citizens in 
Miami, Fla. 


Released February 29, 1976 


Advance text: remarks at the Sarasota Shrine 
Hall in Sarasota, Fla. 

Advance text: remarks at the Austin Build- 
ing Complex in Tampa, Fla. 


Released March 1, 1976 


Fact sheet: on the proposed Financial Assist- 
ance fcr Elementary and Secondary Edu- 
cation Act 

News conference: on the proposed Financial 
Assistance for Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act—by David Mathews, Secre- 
tary, and Terrel H. Bell, Commissioner of 
Education, Department of Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare 


Released March 3, 1976 


Advance text: remarks at the dedication cere- 
monies of the Disabled American Veterans 
National Service Headquarters building 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved February 27, 1976 


Fe & Sera Public Law 94-220 
Joint resolution to amend the effective 
date of certain provisions of the Defense 
Production Act Amendments of 1975. 


3 Eee Public Law 94-223 
An act to amend the National Wildlife 
Refuge System Administration Act of 1966, 
and for other purposes. 

Public Law 94-217 
An act to amend section 40 of the Bank- 
ruptcy Act to fix the salaries of referees 
in bankruptcy. 

pe ee Public Law 94-218 
An act to make the film “Wilma Rudolph 
Olympic Champion”’, which was produced 
by the United States Information Agency, 
available for certain limited use within the 
United States in conjunction with promo- 
tion of the 1976 Olympic Games. 

i DIR nkencnapincdee Public Law 94-219 
An act to amend the Act of October 19, 
1965, to provide additional authorization 
for the Library of Congress James Madison 
Memorial Building. 

Public Law 94-221 

An act to authorize the Secretary of Trans- 

portation to release restrictions on the use 

of certain property conveyed to the city 
of Elkhart, Kansas, for airport purposes. 

Public Law 94~222 

An act to extend the State Taxation of 

Depositories Act. 


al, Wes POR ee nu Public Law 94-224 
Joint resolution to extend the time period 
during which the President is authorized 
to call a White House Conference on Hand- 
icapped Individuals, and to extend the 
time period during which appropriated 
funds may be expended. 


Approved March 4, 1976 


WC PEPE Btiencase nacniwncun Public Law 94-225 
An act to amend section 5202 of title 10, 
United States Code, relating to the detail, 
pay, and succession to duties of the 
Assistant Commandant of the Marine 
Corps and to amend title 10 of the United 
States Code in order to make certain 
disability retirement determinations by 
the Secretaries of the military departments 
subject to review by the Secretary of 
Defense. 





week. 





Editor’s Note 


Note Concerning the Closing Time of This Issue 


The President left Washington on Friday morning, 
March 5, for a trip to Illinois. Releases issued subsequent 
to his departure from Washington will be printed next 
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